
On Sunday 26th January, Rev’d Geoff Hamilton began his ministry among us 

as Curate Assistant.  We are delighted to welcome Geoff to our team! 

   March 2020 



Rector’s Letter….. 

Dear Friends, 

I wonder if you have come across a 

piece of Scripture which has had such a 

profound impact upon you that you love 

to read it, over and over again. 

A scripture passage which I read     

recently and have kept returning to is 

found in Romans 12v9-21. In these verses Paul gives us 

some very sound advice. Within this passage we are    

encouraged to be people who respond to God’s love in   

being gracious people, who express our love of our Lord 

in what we say and do.  There are some big challenges to 

embrace.  Have a look and see what I mean!  As a Church 

family, may we be assured of God’s love for us and    

desire to be characterised by the features the Paul 

speaks of in these wonderful biddings. 

The Bible is full of powerful stories, promises and 

challenges.  It is a most dynamic book, inspired by God 

to help us to better know Him, understand more of    

ourselves and realise how we can be the people that he 

created us to be.  Perhaps you haven’t opened your Bible 

for a while.  Why not purchase Bible Study notes from 

the Faith Mission Bookshop, follow a reading plan such 

as found on the Church of Ireland or Bible Society of 

Northern Ireland Website, or download an app for your 

phone or tablet such as The Church of Ireland’s ‘Daily 

Worship’ or Alpha’s ‘Bible in one year’.  There are so 

many opportunities for personal devotion, as well as of 

course our Parish’s Services of Worship, Bible       

Fellowship and House Group.  Please know you will always 

be most welcome to join us. 

Lent is a season where we are encouraged to develop good 

spiritual discipline.  Why not, if not already, resolve 

to develop the good habit of reading and pondering upon 

the amazing riches of God’s Word, given to us in our Bi-

bles. 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm Kingston 

 



We are hoping this year to encourage               

parishioners to join us and in March we look   

forward to welcoming Hazel Flannigan and her 

guide dog. We are very grateful to Hazel who will tell us all about the work of 

“Guide Dogs for the Blind”. If you are interested do come along , - you will be 

very welcome. There will be light refreshments a(erwards. Put it in your diary: 

Thursday 19
th

 March: 7.30p.m. in the Venue. 
 

FIRST THURSDAY CLUB 
 

For our mee1ng on 5th March we have Roisin Rafferty from 

Armagh, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council, her talk 

is en1tled “Everybody Ac1ve” and she will show us some 

gentle exercises as we have been told it is important for us 

all to keep moving!   We had a wonderful a;endance of 

members last month and hope that we can have the same numbers again for 

this mee1ng, we meet as usual in the Venue at 2.30 pm.    Ann 
 

INDOOR BOWLING CLUB 

Unfortunately our results have not improved since the last    

edi1on of Pinnacles.  We lost to St Patrick’s Church of  Ireland 

Monaghan, Aghavilly Church Of Ireland and  Richhill             

Presbyterian Church.   Despite our run of close defeats we    

remain hopeful and upbeat for the remaining matches. 

Anne 

 

CMS Ireland’s Annual Project for 2020 is en1tled           

‘In the middle—Church at the heart of mission”.         

This resource will help the children and young     

people discover how God has chosen His people as 

he means to deliver His mission.  We will learn more 

about the country of Burundi and we’ll discover how 

the Church there is at the heart of the communi1es—offering hope and      

bringing change to many people.   

Each child in Sunday School will receive a collec1on box to help CMS Ireland 

raise money to support both Gitega and Matana Dioceses in Burundi.       

The funds will support resources for Sunday School including teaching material, 

Bibles for children and a training event for Sunday School teachers.  Your      

generosity will be greatly appreciated by both CMS Ireland and the people in 

Burundi.    

Many thanks,   Chris
ne 
 

 



 



 

 

FOODBANK UPDATE 

The Armagh Foodbank will celebrate it’s 5th Anniversary 

in March this year.  In that 1me it has provided over 40 

tons of food to individuals and families in the Armagh 

area.  St Mark’s have contributed faithfully from it’s  

incep1on reaching a significant milestone last month when it was confirmed 

that our Parish have donated 5 tons/5000 kilos within the last 5 years. 

What am amazing achievement  when you consider that we have donated 1 ton 

per year or 12.5% of the total amount of dona1ons received since the Foodbank 

was established. 

As your Foodbank representa1ve who delivers your contribu1ons on a monthly 

basis, I have been asked to forward from the commi;ee their sincere thanks 

and apprecia1on for your most generous and consistent contribu1ons. 

Alex S
nson 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 

A Service of Holy Communion will take place in St Mark’s on  

St Patrick’s Day at 9.30am.  Everyone will be most welcome to 

join us in worship as we thank God for witness of St Patrick. 

CHRISTIAN AID SPEAKER 

On Sunday 29
th

 March, we look forward to welcoming a 

guest speaker,  Mrs Helen Newell who will share about the 

work of Chris1an Aid during our morning services. 



 

 

During September of this year, we shall  welcome  

Ma�hew and Erin Topley amongst us as Ma�hew will serve 

in our parish as a Deacon Intern during the year ahead.      

As a Deacon Intern, Ma�hew is preparing for a curacy in      

another parish commencing in autumn 2021.  This is a   

training posi
on which will involve Ma�hew par
cipa
ng in the full range of  

Parish ministries.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us as a congrega
on to            

encourage and help prepare Ma�hew and Erin for service in Christ’s church in the 

future.  Here is a li�le introduc
on to Ma�hew and Erin.  In the mean
me, please 

keep them in your prayers as they move to Armagh in just a few months 
me. 
 

Hello! We are Ma;hew and Erin Topley and are currently living in Sligo a(er 

geHng married on 3rd January this year. However, Ma;hew is from Portadown 

and Erin is from Sydney, Australia. We met in June 2018 in Jerusalem at a global 

Anglican conference, so you could say that we have quite an interna1onal flavour 

to our marriage! Ma;hew is currently in second year at the Church of Ireland 

Theological Ins1tute training for the ordained ministry. Erin was sent by CMS 

Australia as a worker seconded to the Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh, 

where she has been since January 2018. Erin's role has been as a children's      

ministry consultant which has involved developing and training children's leaders 

across the diocese as well as teaching a cer1ficate in children's ministry on a    

na1onal basis. 
 

Both of us had very different upbringings (not just geographically)—this played a 

large part in when and how we came to know Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  

Both of us love drinking good coffee, so if you want to know more about our  

story why not grab a coffee with us when we arrive and find out? We'd love to 

share and hear about your life. If coffee isn't your style, then walks, Park Run or a 

boxing session is also something that we enjoy in our spare 1me! We are both 

excited about returning to the Orchard County and geHng to know everyone in 

St. Mark's. 

  
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

On Friday, March 6th (8pm), St Patrick’s Cathedral (RC)    
will be the venue for the local and annual 

 World Day of Prayer Service. 

  Everyone is most welcome to this special occasion of 

 Christian witness, worship and fellowship. 





 

 

Clare Speers  

Tropic Skincare Ambassador  

07711743676 

Skincare by Clare –  

Let’s Go Tropic 
www.tropicskincare.com/

shop/clarespeers 

Looking head to a special event …. 
At our February Select Vestry Mee1ng, we agreed that the right 
1me is approaching for an event on the scale of the 2011 Flower 
Fes1val in our Parish.   
What the event might look like and how it will develop is something 
that we are eager to  explore.  To get started a mee1ng in planned to take place 
in The Venue of the Crozier Hall on Thursday, 12th March (7.30pm).  We would love 
for you to come along and help us offer ideas and help us prepare, in order to    
publicise from this autumn.  This is an open invita1on!  If you would like to be    
involved, please do come along and help us prepare for what we hope will be a 
very significant 1me for our church family. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Name :  ______________________ Tel Number : ______________ 

Address :  ____________________________________________      

Email Address : _____________________ 
 

Consent is  required for our Parish to store your telephone number and email     

address. If you would be willing for us to hold this information, please complete, 
and return via the Church Collection Plate or to the Church Office . 



 

March Rotas… 

1st : The First Sunday in Lent 

8.30am    Holy Communion    

10.30am  Holy Communion with MU Focus     Reader : Elaine Cardwell 

7.00pm    Evening Prayer  
 

8th : The Second Sunday in Lent               15th : The Third Sunday in Lent 

8.30am   Holy Communion                               8.30am : Holy Communion 

10.30am Morning Prayer                                 10.30am : Family Service with Bap1sm 

Readers:  Ann Williamson                                Readers : Isabella Speers 

                  Robert Cardwell                                                 Emily Dunwoody                

 7.00pm  Evening Prayer                                   7.00pm : Holy Communion    
 

22nd : The Fourth Sunday in Lent            29th : The Fi=h Sunday in Lent 

8.30am     Holy Communion                           8.30am :  Holy Communion 

10.30am  Mothering Sunday Service            10.30am : Service with Chris1an Aid 

 Readers:  Colin Thompson                             Readers  : Don McKee 

                   Winston Montgomery                                     Nathaniel Turton 

 7.00pm   Evening Prayer                                 7.00pm : Healing Service  
 

Mid Week LENT Services - Wednesday’s at 7.30pm in St. Mark’s 
 

     No Flowers in LENT         
 

Cleaning Rota - Team 4                                      FWO Count for March          

              Caroline Agnew,                                                  1st & 29th March : Team 1 

           Roy & Ann Williamson                                         8th  : Team 2 / 15th : Team 3 

                                                                                                         22nd : Team 4  

 

 



From the Registers... 
 

Service of Thanksgiving for the life of  
 

Alan O’Donoghue  (5th February 2020) 
 
 

 
 

Remembrance Fund 

We acknowledge, with grateful thanks,    

1 dona1on received… 
 

‘In loving memory of Robin’   

From his wife & all the family 

Did you know ….. 

that each Sunday, the sermon from the 10.30am service is filmed and uploaded to 

Youtube?  Naturally, we would love for you to hear the sermons whilst present in  

St Mark’s during the service, however, if for some reason you cannot join us, the 

sermons are accessible from the Youtube website by searching for                            

‘St Mark’s Armagh’ or via the ‘Sunday Sermon’ sec1on of our Parish Website.     

 The sermon can therefore be watched on mobile phone, computer, tablet or smart 

TV!  Our thanks are extended to Mr Keith Ruddy, as well as his fellow sound team 

operators, for this opportunity. 

House Group 

As you may know in recent 1mes we have had two House 

Groups running on  Tuesday evening in homes of those        

involved.  Just recently we have merged the House Groups into 

one larger group with the inten1on of the possibility of having 

two again should this group grow and develop.       

Rev’d Geoff will lead our House Group.  When the group meets 

(once every three weeks), it is a very relaxed  

opportunity to get to know one  another, study a Bible passage together and enjoy 

sharing and learning together.     

If you would like to know more about our House Group, please do feel free to 

speak to Geoff, or someone whom you may know who already a;ends.  

Please know that a warm invita1on awaits! 

St Mark’s Parish 

Church 

 

Notice is hereby given that the  

 

Annual Easter General  

Vestry Meeting  

will take place on  

Monday 30th March at  

7.30pm in the Crozier Hall 
 

 All Parishioners are welcome  

to attend.  





 





SUMMER MADNESS  

Summer Madness will take place at 

Glenarm Castle from Friday 26
th

 to 

Tuesday 30
th

 June.  The cost to camp at 

Summer Madness for the full dura1on 

is £72.50 (incl. food and transport), but 

rises to £82.50 if booked a(er       

March 2
nd

.    Short weekend 1ckets (Fri 

– Sun) are also available (cost reduced 

by £10).  Discounts are also offered for 

families.  To gain a glimpse of what  

happens at  Summer Madness, please 

see the short video the ‘Summer    

Madness’ Page on our Website. 
 

Booking forms are available in Church 

and Hall Porches as well as the Parish     

Website (yF3 Page). 



Safeguarding Trust Panel 

   Freddie McCann   3752  4427 

    Shirley Wells   3751 5123 

Malcolm Kingston  37522970 

We implement good practice for 
child protection in  

St. Mark’s 

Contact Details 

Rector : Rev Malcolm Kingston 

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh                              

Tel : 02837 522970 

Curate : Rev Geoff Hamilton   

6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh            Tel : 37 528403 

 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest : 

Very Revd Robert Townley 

 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,          

    Mr Alex S1nson  
 

Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Parish Readers : Mr Ronnie Wa; , Mrs Adele 

Geddis, Mrs Barbara Campbell, Ms Barbara 

Wilson   
  

 

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  

People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

 

 

 

 

Church Office  

Opening Hours  

Monday 9-1pm 

Tuesday 9-1 pm 

Wednesday -  CLOSED 

Thursday 9-1pm 

Friday 9-1 pm 
 

Outside of these 1mes, a 
 message can be on the          

answerphone (37 523197) or 
alterna1vely please send an 

email to sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 
 

Parish Office :                          Parish Administrator :                       Sexton :   

The Gate Lodge                         Mrs Caroline Nesbitt             Mr David Mansbridge  

44 Victoria Street                       Tel: 02837 523197                (Tel : 07873167120) 

Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT                     Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       

                  Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

Notes for April Pinnacles are due in the Church Office no later than 
Monday 23rd March 2020. Thank You in advance! 



 

                   

 

 
 

                                      Wheels & Squeals                    

Wheels and Squeals meet every Wednesday morning from                 
10.30am –12 noon in the Crozier Hall.   

All babies and toddlers with their parents/carers are very welcome to join in 
the fun.  The children enjoy playing on trikes, taking part in arts & crafts and 

music and singing sessions to name but a few! 

Healthy snack provided for the children while their minders enjoy a cuppa. 

Come along and bring your friends! 

 

 

 

 


