




Rector’s Letter….. 
Dear Friends, 

After what seems like a very long winter, 

there does seem to be a sense of optimism 

now that we have entered Spring.  Walks in 

warming sunshine, brighter evenings, spring 

flowers, the sound of the lawnmower, the 

progress of vaccine administration, the reopening of 

some school classrooms, and the possibility of some               

restrictions being relaxed during April all contribute 

to an improving mood. 

In an online BBC article posted on the anniversary of 

the first Covid case in Northern Ireland comparing our 

current reality to this time last year, it began; 

‘Northern Ireland is now in a much better place in terms 

of dealing with Covid-19.’ (27th February 2021).  

The main basis for that statement is that over 27% of 

people in Northern Ireland have received their first 

dose of the Covid Vaccine.  Experts tell us that the 

progression of the vaccination programme is the pathway 

towards a freer future with features of life which we 

all yearn for again. 

We can look forward with anticipation, there is much to 

look forward to!   

But, we have to be realistic.  Freedoms must be            

measured, caution is still required, advice needs to be 

heeded.  As a community we have to be careful not to 

squander progress gained and contribute to any further 

suffering.  Better days are on the horizon, let us not 

act too hastily. 

Romans 8 speaks of the spiritual freedom that we can 

presently know through faith in Jesus.  Because of the 

death and resurrection of Jesus, spiritual freedom is 

the experience of believers present and future glory is 

assured.  However, in our lifetime, followers of the 

Lord Jesus will struggle with the reality that whilst we 

are free spiritually, we are restricted by our being 

part of the created and fallen world.  Covid, or no 

Covid, followers of Christ are people who live with              

restrictions! 

Continued  overleaf ... 



However, as Romans 8 articulates, the freedom that we 

know in Christ presently will be matched by true             

physical freedom.  Waiting is required and Paul likens 

this waiting reality to being like birth pains.               

However, one day the whole created order will be                 

liberated, freedom will be experienced in its truest 

sense.  Suffering, even death will be no more. 

As Christians, we are always people of hope.  We know 

freedom in Christ today and will know the fullness of 

freedom to come.  As people of living and certain hope 

present we await the certain hope of freedom fulfilled 

in the future;  “But if we hope for what we do not yet 

have, we wait for it patiently.” (Rom. 8v25) 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm Kingston 

GENERAL VESTRY MEETING 

The annual General or Easter Vestry Meeting shall 
take place on Monday 22nd March (7.30pm) via 
Zoom.  This is a meeting to which all parishioners 
are invited to attend.  During the meeting some 
short reports shall be offered and the Parish’s Select Vestry membership for 
the year ahead shall be nominated and elected.  Please do join us if you 
can.  Login details are available from Caroline, Parish Clergy and current 
Select Vestry Members.  If you are unfamiliar with Zoom and would value 
some assistance, please do get in touch and we shall help you to get set up 
and ready to go!! 



SERVICES UPDATE  
 

According to our most recent update, services shall continue to remain 
online only (except for weddings and funerals limited to 25 people) until 1st 
April (Maundy Thursday).   

It is very much hoped that churches may reopen for public worship with  
safety measures in place on Good Friday (2nd April).  We very much look 
forward to being in St Mark’s worshipping together at our earliest permissible 
opportunity! 

Here are proposed details for services during the weeks ahead :- 

 Sundays 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th March : Services from 10.30am & 7pm 
online 

 Wednesdays 10th, 17th & 24th March : Lent Services from 
7.30pm online 

 Wednesday 17th March : Holy Communion on St Patrick’s 
Day from 9.30am online 

 Monday 29th March – Maundy Thursday 1st April (8pm) : 
Holy Week Services from 8pm online 

 Good Friday, 2nd April : 3 Hours Service from 12noon – 3pm online 

 Good Friday, 2nd April : Holy Week Service from 8pm online (and in 
church if guidelines permit) 

 Easter Sunday, 4th April : Dawn Service from 6.30am online 

 Easter Sunday, 4th April : Morning Service at 10.30am and Evening 
Service at 7pm online (and in church if guidelines permit) 

Updates will always be offered in Pew News which is available from our   
Parish Website.  Our Parish Facebook and Instagram accounts will also  
provide the latest details of services and events in our Parish.  Please do 
know a very warm invitation to join us in worship! 





CHURCH GIVING 

The vast majority of our Parish income is received through 
church envelopes and for all contributions to church funds, 
we are incredibly grateful.   

However, in the context of services being suspended              
envelopes containing cash shall not be receivable.                
If you would like to donate using your church envelope with cash, please 
save these gifts until church services resume and collections are made in the 
normal fashion.   
Cheques payable to ‘St Mark’s, Armagh’ may always be posted to the 
Church Office.  Standing Order, or Bank Transfer donations are also very 
much welcomed.  For the necessary Bank Mandate Forms, or Account /  
Sort Code details, please contact Caroline (Parish Administrator) on 
07514129195 or email sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Parishioners may also utilise the Online Donations facility offered on our 
Church Website.   

When giving online or by Bank Transfer, a reference to the donor’s name will 
be available to the Parish Administrator, so that records can be  maintained 
for church accounts and Gift Aid. 
Again, please know that your support for Parish Funds is deeply appreciated.  
Thank you one and all. 

‘Pause and go’  

On Monday mornings, very short 
devo3ons based on verses or a 

chapter of the Psalms en3tled ‘Pause & Go’ 
are offered on our Instagram page.  If you are 
not on Instagram, don’t worry as you will be 
able to access such posts on the ‘Recent 
Posts’ page of our Parish Website.  Thank you 
to Geoff and Ma'hew for preparing these 
short items to be a blessing to us all. 

LENT PRAYER MEETINGS 
During Lent short prayer meetings are taking 
place on Wednesday mornings from 8am – 
8.30am via Zoom.  We would love for you to 
join us at any time!  Participants may pray 
aloud, or silently from your hearts.  To obtain 
a link to join this time of prayer, please contact 
Caroline or any member of the Parish Clergy. 



 

Congratulations, best wishes and 
blessings to  

Very Revd Shane Forster 
who has been conferred as Dean of 

 St Patrick's Cathedral Armagh              
(via Zoom) 

  

In a short online service (via Zoom) on           
Sunday 14th February 2021,Canon Shane 
Forster, previously Rector of Ballymore Parish in Tandragee, was conferred 
to his new position as the Dean of St Patrick's Cathedral,  Armagh. 
Archbishop John McDowell paid tribute to Shane's abilities and skills as a 
clergy person and also his hard work as Executive Chaplain to successive 
Archbishops of Armagh. Prayers were said for God's blessing on the Forster 
family and the ongoing ministry and witness of our Cathedral Church. 
 

The necessary Declarations were made by Canon Shane Forster, by Canon 
Colin Moore as Provincial Registrar and Canon Norman Porteus, the                   
Precentor of the Cathedral. 
The service ended with The Blessing and the traditional round of applause 
for the new Dean.          
As a Parish we wish Canon Shane God’s richest blessings as he begins a 
new chapter in his ministry. 

                                            BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE 

                                            ARMAGH CITY HOTEL 

                                             Thursday 11th  & Friday 12th March 

                                        1-4pm & 5.15 –8pm 



THE VENUE  
During the current lockdown, David, our Parish Sexton, has been spending 
wet days indoors redecorating The Venue in the Crozier Hall.  When                    
organisations are reopened, we very much hope that you enjoy The Venue’s 
new look! 
 

 



BOOK CLUB 

A recent addition to our Parish programme has been our 
Zoom based Book Club.  At present we are reading            
‘Jesus - The God who knows your name’ by Max                   
Lucado.  (ISBN 9781400216956).  This book is available 
via the Faith Mission Bookshop Website (£12.99), other 
outlets and on Kindle.  Between our fortnightly meetings, 
we read a few chapters and then we come together to            
discuss some of the themes arising from the book.  New members are             
always welcome to join us for this interactive initiative and this month we 
shall meet on Thursdays 4th & 18th March (7.30pm).  For Zoom login details, 
please contact Caroline or any member of the Parish Clergy. 

HOUSE GROUP 

On Tuesday 2nd March 14 of us gathered around our             
computers to wrestle with the story of The Woman at the 
Well in John 4.4–26. 

This woman didn't have a lot going for her, she was a              
woman thirsting to be loved, to be seen, to be accepted, to 
be included, to be forgiven, to be known. Jesus broke 
‘expected norms’ to reach out to this woman. 

On Tuesday 23rd March our evening is entitled ‘Living Simply’ and we will 
consider how to resist the pull of acquiring more, consuming more and doing 
more. We will look at the spiritual practice of simplicity using Luke 12.13-34 
and see the importance of living with freedom, joy and balance. ‘Living               
Simply’ is more than a lifestyle choice – it involves cultivating an inner life of 
love and trust in God. 





      

Curate’s Corner… 
  
 

 

Read Luke 5:17-26 
 

 “18 Some men came carrying a paralysed man on a 
mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him 

before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of 
the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.” 
 

My dad arrived at the door with a small box in his hands, he had just 
bought hair clippers. I opened the box, put them together and then 
plugged them in and everything seemed to be working. I told him I 
would call down later and try them out! Now the weak point of this 
story is that my only experience of clippers is cutting hedges and 
let’s be honest there’s a fair bit of give and take with a hedge! So, I 
called later that day and with a bit of excitement flicked the switch 
and embraced the hair clipper challenge! There’s a line in a song that 
says ‘the first cut is the deepest’ well that song came to mind, but we 
made it and hopefully a professional will sort things out soon! 
 

I’ve been thinking about a handful of men in Luke chapter 5 who had 
a bigger challenge than cutting hair. We know little about them, but 
they’re the kind of mates you want to have as the challenge they           
encountered didn't stop them getting to Jesus. Rather they just             
interrupted a teaching session that he was giving! 
  

It got me thinking, are we willing to be interrupted by God? As 
‘Lockdown Lent’ continues let’s not fall into the trap of locking down 
our hearts. Let’s remain open to God. Sometimes in our lives, when 
we least expect it, God has a tendency to interrupt what we’re doing. 
Often we view God’s interruptions as an inconvenience, or as an            
annoying set of circumstances, or just bad timing. This Lent, let’s be 
open to God’s interruptions and value them as God enables us to  
refocus on the things that really matter. 
 

“We must stop regarding unpleasant or unexpected things as           
interruptions of real life. The truth is that interruptions are real life.”            
C. S. Lewis 

Blessings,   Geoff 



Hockley 

Private Nursing Home 
Commi'ed to providing high quality 

and effec3ve care in a Chris3an 
se*ng for those who choose to live 
a life in our Private Nursing Home. 

Tel: 028 3887 0365 
www.elimnursinghomes.com 

 

‘A Ministry of the Elim Pentecostal Church’  

‘AWAKEN YOUR SENSES’ 

AT HOME WITH                         
ST. PATRICK’S FESTIVAL 

Armagh is at the heart of                   
celebra3ng the life of                      

St Patrick and the  ‘At home with 
St Patrick’s fes3val 2021’ promises 

a lively and varied showcase of 
the best culture, music, song and 

dance from the city to the                
comfort of your own home.   

Events take place from Friday 12th—Wednesday 17th March online. 
All events are free of charge, however do require registra3on in advance.                   

To register or view the full programme, please visit :  
visitarmagh.com/fes3vals/st-patricks/ 

YF3 

Youth Fellowship meets via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd        
Sundays of the month.  This month we shall be meeting on 
Sundays 7th & 21st March (5pm).  Young people of                 
secondary school age are encouraged to join us for some 
light hearted fun and some thoughts based upon the lives of 
Old Testament characters.  Parent and Guardians of young people who 
would like to join us are asked to contact Malcolm (37522970 /
malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com) to receive Zoom links.   



Spring has  
sprung! 

DRIVE THROUGH 
DROP OFF 

 

Our monthly 

 'Drive Through  
Drop Off’  

will take place on 
Saturday 20th 

March  
(10am -12noon).  
 As always your           
donations for the 
Food Bank are  

deeply appreciated. 
   

As this month’s          
collection is between 

Mothering Sunday 
and Palm Sunday, 
we hope to have 

suitable gifts for all 
who ‘Drive Through’! 



St Mark’s Armagh 
‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

 
Parish Office :                         Parish Administrator :                       Sexton :   
The Gate Lodge                         Mrs Caroline Nesbitt             Mr David Mansbridge  
44 Victoria Street                       Tel: 07514129195               (Tel : 07873167120) 
Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 
BT61 9DT                     Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       
                  Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

 

Following government guidelines on Covid-19, the Church 
Office will remain closed until further notice.  

I shall be working from home and can be contacted  
on 07514129195  or by email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any help to you     
during this continued period of lockdown.    Caroline 

Contact Details 
Rector : Rev’d Canon Malcolm Kingston                     Curate : Rev. Geoff Hamilton   
St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh           6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh                          
Tel : 02837 522970                                                           Tel : 37 528403 

 

Deacon Intern : Rev. Ma7hew Topley                         Hon. Senior Associate Priest :                                   
                                                                                              Very Revd Robert Townley 
Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      
Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,  Mr Alex S3nson  

Parish Readers : Mrs Adele Geddis, Ms Barbara Wilson   

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  
People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

 CHURCH RECORDS 

Funeral Services 

 

3rd  February   David John Hutton 

5th February  Winifred (Winnie) Coulter 
4th March  Richard Carmichael 

                      4th March George David (Joe) Center 
 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.’    Matthew 5v4 



 

 

 

 

 

                 PROCEEDS TO CHRISTIAN AID 

                 ENTRY £1.00 

                           COLOURFUL HANDMADE QUILT SUITABLE FOR        
  CHILD’S BED/GARDEN RUG/ WALL HANGING 

 
                                                                                                  SIZE OF QUILT     

                                                                                                      54” (137cm) x 54” (137cm)              
 

                                                                                                      COMPETITION QUESTION:  

                                                                                                       How long did it take to                                
        make this quilt? 

 

E                                                                                                    Es3mate how long each                             
              stage took, add up your  
           es3mates and submit your 

         answer. 

 

                      

 

 

 

 Stages: 
♦ Cut out material pieces. Each pinwheel took 1 hour to make (this also allowed 

3me to fix mistakes!!) 
 

♦ Machine s3tch each pinwheel to navy material 
 

♦ Make and add rainbow border. 
 

♦ Add backing  material 
 

♦ Add binding 

 

To enter, simply 
contact 
 Caroline 

(07514129195)  


