
May 2020 

Again Jesus said, 

"Peace be with you! 

As the Father has 

sent me, I am  

sending you."  

John 20:21  



Dear Friends, 

This morning I read a short book (approx. 60 pages) wri�en by 

Armagh na ve, Professor John Lennox en tled ‘Where is God in a 

Coronavirus World?’.  It truly is brilliant and I would hear ly      

recommend it to anyone. He presents reasoned jus fica on for 

believing in God despite the suffering of the world in this and other crisis       

situa ons. He engages with the  reali es of living in a fallen world and displays 

a wonderful ability to encourage and remind us of the hope that we have in 

Jesus Christ.   

For me, one of this book’s ‘high points’ is found in  Chapter 5 under a sec on 

en tled ‘Two Crowns’. The Covid-19 virus belongs to a ‘family’ of viruses called 

the coronaviruses.  Professor Lennox informs his readers that the coronavirus is 

so called because it visibly  resembles a crown (‘corona’ in La n). “A crown is a 

symbol of   power and authority – and certainly this virus has colossal power 

over us humans.  It is invisible to the  naked eye, and yet think of what it has 

forced many    millions – indeed, billions – of us to do. …..  But hope is found in 

another corona: the crown of thorns that was forced on Jesus’ head at his trial 

before his execu&on.”   He con nues by explaining how we live in fallen world, 

but we can know rela onship with the One who wore the crown of thorns and 

promises life eternal. 

The message of hope that Professor Lennox ar culates in his book fits           

par cularly well as we reflect upon the message of the Church season that we 

are in; Easter.  The disciples, as we have recently observed, experienced the 

crushing reality of Jesus’ death, but were joyfully informed of His resurrec on. 

Amidst a  me of wai ng, they were being prepared for what was next;          

Pentecost and their being sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit into the world 

to proclaim the risen one, whom we should worship, trust and follow, knowing 

the promise of life eternal. 

Referring to John’s vision of the new heaven and the new earth of Revela on 

21, Professor Lennox concludes his book with these words; “The coronavirus 

and all the plagues that have ravaged the world will be no more: the crown of 

righteousness that will be given to those who love the Lord Jesus will never    

perish or fade.  Peace in a pandemic?  Only Jesus can give that.  The issue for us 

all is this: will be trust him to do so?” 

Amidst the uncertainty and turmoil of our world right now, may we know peace 

through faith in the risen and reigning, King of kings. 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm 



 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

We would love to be able to email to you copies of our Pew News &         
Pinnacles.  If you would like to be on this circulation list, please do contact 

Caroline on the following email address :- sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Alternatively, to be informed of the publication of Pew News and Pinnacles 
on our Parish Website, please follow our Parish on Facebook or Instagram. 



CD DISTRIBUTION 

Audio CD recordings of Sunday Services are available for 

Parishioners who are unable to view services online.  If you, 

or someone you know would like a CD posted to your / their 

home each week, please contact Malcolm who will be very 

glad to accommodate this. 

 

THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES 

Thank you to all who have forwarded very kind words of encouragement  

after worshipping with us during our Sunday Services as well as our weekly 

‘Monday Devotions’ and ‘Friday Reflections’. Your thoughtfulness is very 

much appreciated and we continue to hope that they will be edifying         

opportunities for worship and learning. 

Thank You also to all of our participants who have very kindly gone behind 

cameras to help with our Sunday Services.  Your willing contributions are 

deeply appreciated.  May we continue to worship, learn, support and        

encourage together as a church community for the glory of our Saviour,   

Jesus Christ. 

5 SECOND WAVE 

As well as not being able to worship together, we are     

missing a chat before and after services and catching up 

with one another’s news.   

Recognising our being part of a church community and the 

friendship that we share, '5 second waves’ have been added 

to the very end of our online  Sunday Services, just as a 

means of saying ‘hello' to one another until our next opportune time to meet 

in person.   

If you would like to video a short wave (using your smart phone or tablet), 

please feel free to send it by email to :-

malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com and hopefully your wave can be added to 

end of the next Sunday Service.   

Please note if we get a lot of greetings, we might have to save your video for 

a week or two!  Films with children must include parent/guardian(s) 

also.  And, if you are involved in essential service professions, 

please feel free to wear your uniform. 

 



PASTORAL CARE 

Due to current requirements, pastoral visits have 
been suspended to hospitals, nursing and residential 
homes, as well as Parishioners’ homes.   

However, please know that if you would ever like to speak to Malcolm or 
Geoff, they would be more than happy to speak on the telephone.             
Telephone calls are very much welcomed!  Contact details are found at the 
back of this booklet. 

According to our most recent update, food can be     
donated at the Elim Church door on Tuesday and     
Saturday mornings (10.30am – 12.30pm).                 
Collection points are also found at Sainsbury’s and    
Emerson’s.  Whilst we cannot collect food in church at 
present, parishioners are more than welcome to post 

cheques payable to ‘Armagh Food Bank’ to the Parish Office, which shall be 
passed on to the Food Bank following our traditional donation day of the 3

rd
 

Sunday of the month.  The Food Bank can then use this money to purchase 
foods and essentials which are in short supply.  Thank you one and all for 
your continued assistance in supporting this vital ministry. 



BRAIN TEASERS 

1) What English word has three consecutive double letters?   

2) What has a head, a tail, is brown, and has no legs?  

3) How many of each species did Moses take on the ark with him?  

4) What English word retains the same pronunciation, even after you 
take away four of its five letters?  

5) What only runs and never walks, what has a mouth and never eats, 
and has a bed but never sleeps? 

        *ANSWERS ON PAGE 12* 



PRAYER INITIATIVES 

WEDNESDAY PRAYERS 

On Wednesdays we have a weekly prayer initiative 
which involves a prayer guide uploaded weekly to our Parish Website (see 
Prayer & Worship).  Please feel free to use the prayer guide as convenient.  
If you would like to join Geoff and Malcolm in an online prayer meeting from 

1pm – 1.30pm, you may do so using an App called Zoom.  Please get in 
touch and we shall help you be part of this online Prayer Time.                 

Everyone will be most welcome. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP 
The Prayer Ministry Partnership continues to pray for all who would welcome 
prayer for healing.  At the beginning of each month a prayer list is circulated 
to group members which offers the Christian names of those whom we are 
praying for.  Names are added during the month by email circulation until a 

new list is drafted.  If you, or someone that you know would like to be prayed 
for, please feel free to mention this to a member of the clergy or someone 

who you know is a member of the Parish Ministry Partnership.  Alternatively, 
you can let us know via the response form on the ‘Prayer and Worship’ page 

of our Parish Website.  If you would like to join the actual prayer group, 
please again feel free to mention this to a member of the Clergy or a      

member of the Prayer Ministry Partnership. 

Continued thanks are extended to Stanley and Jennifer Towers for their   
consistent faithfulness in facilitating this very important and valued Parish 

Prayer Group.  

PRACTICAL HELP 

We have a list of willing volunteers who will 
gladly offer assistance to anyone who is self 
isolating.  If you know of anyone who would 
value help with shopping and collecting       
prescriptions please feel free to call 
37522970.   
Chats are also very welcome! 
 

Armagh Banbridge and Craigavon Council are 
delivering boxes of essential items and food to 
those who need help in our community. If you, 
or anyone you know could possibly benefit from 
this scheme please contact Gareth or Sam for 
more information: 

 

Sam (07713074776 / email 
stj.nicholson@gmail.com) 

Gareth (07875 826909 / email 
gareth.hampton@yahoo.com          

Li�le Jake showing his rainbow in 

support of all our Key Workers.  

 More photos on back cover... 



CHURCH GROUNDS 
Due to current regulations, the churchyard has been closed to the public.    

We are very conscious that the prevention of visits to the graves of loved 
ones is distressing and hope that the opportunity to open our church grounds 
will be afforded to us as soon as possible.   

In the meantime local firms offering delivery of floral arrangements are very 
welcome to deliver to the Victoria Street entrance on Saturday mornings  
between 10am and 12noon.  Deliveries should be made by appointment only 
(37522970) and families should inform the firm delivering arrangements of 
the family name on the grave headstone and its approximate location. 

Upon delivery, David (Parish Sexton) will place arrangements on the        
relevant grave.  As far as we are aware, it is legal for firms to deliver to our 
Parish premises, but please do not risk taking an unnecessary personal  
journey to our churchyard.  Firms that have indicated an interest in offering 
this kind of service are listed below. Other firms may also be available and 
willing. 

♦ Ballinahone Nursery : Donald & Robert Davidson (07715922706) 

♦ Ol Flowers : Annette Foster (07379268642) 

♦ Dobbs Plants & Shrubs : Ricky Dobbs (07895830965) 

♦ McKennell’s Flower Nursery : David McKennell (07968499167) 

THY KINGDOM COME 
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, 
which invites Christians around the world to pray    
between Ascension and Pentecost (21

st
 – 31

st
 May) 

for more people to come to know Jesus Christ.       

Traditionally we would have met each morning in      
St Mark’s to pray from 9.15am – 9.45am.  This year, 
however, we shall pray using special prayer sheets 

which shall be published on a designated page of our Website.  

If you would like to be part of a prayer meeting during this time, you are very 
welcome to do so using Zoom.  The necessary login codes will be available 
on the prayer sheets which will be downloadable from our Website. 

EASTER VESTRY UPDATE 

The Easter (or General) Vestry Meeting has been    
postponed until further notice.  The annual Financial  
Report for 2019 shall be circulated following this      
meeting, whenever it shall be permitted to take place.  
This is a triennial year, meaning that all electable positions for members of 
our Parish are to be appointed.  As restrictions in the future begin to be    
relaxed, please keep an eye on Parish publications for notification of the 
Easter Vestry Meeting. 



 

FUN ON ZOOM 
A few weeks ago we held a Parish Quiz using the Zoom 
App.  It proved to be a lot of fun.  Another quiz / fun event is 
being planned on Wednesday 6

th
 May (7pm).  For login 

details please contact Malcolm. 

CHURCH GIVING 

The vast majority of our Parish income is received through church envelopes 
and for all contributions to church funds, we are incredibly grateful.   

However, in the context of services being suspended envelopes containing 
cash shall not be receivable.  If you would like to donate using your church 
envelope with cash, please save these gifts until church services resume and 
collections are made in the normal fashion.  There have been some reports 
of unscrupulous people in other areas offering to take envelopes to churches 
on behalf of congregation members.  Please exercise caution if such an offer 
is presented. 

Cheques payable to ‘St Mark’s, Armagh’ may always be posted to the 
Church Office.  Standing Order, or Bank Transfer donations are also very 
much welcomed.  For the necessary Bank Mandate Forms, or Account / Sort 
Code details, please contact Caroline (Parish Administrator) on 
07514129195 or email sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Parishioners may also utilise the Online Donations facility offered on our 
Church Website.   

When giving online or by Bank Transfer, a reference to the donor’s name will 
be available to the Parish Administrator, so that records can be maintained 
for church accounts and Gift Aid. 

Again, please know that your support for Parish Funds is deeply appreciated.  
Thank you one and all. 

SPRING 2021 EVENT PLANING MEETING 

During Spring 2021, it is our hope to host a significant event on the scale 
of the Flower Festival of 2011.  Ideas are sought for such an event which 

we hope will attract many visitors to our church building.  In order to  
commence our thinking, a meeting is planned to take place via Zoom on 

Monday 27th April (7.30pm).  All ideas are greatly appreciated!   

Zoom is an app which can be installed on your computer 
(requiring webcam), tablet or smart phone.  If you would like 

to be part of the   meeting, please email Malcolm 
(malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com) and a login code and 
password shall be sent to you.  It is actually easier than it 
sounds!! If you require any assistance, please feel free to 

get in touch.   



 

HOUSE GROUP 
Using Zoom, a meeting of House Group is planned to take place on      
Tuesday 28

th
 April (7.30pm).  If you might like to join in, please feel free to 

contact Geoff (email : tdghamilton@icloud.com) for login details.   

Everyone will be most welcome to join in this friendly opportunity to study 
God’s Word together. 

 



Thank you to everyone who responded to 
a recent appeal on our Parish Facebook 
page for used Baby Monitors and        
donations for Hand Cream.  Eight Baby 
Monitors have been passed on to     

Craigavon Hospital to help staff monitor patients on a Covid19 Ward.  Just 
over £500 was received to purchase Tropic hand creams for hospital staff 
who are washing their hands very frequently and are therefore grateful for 
these practical gifts of appreciation. 

 

A Message from ABC Council …. 

With our society currently in a very    

different place to what we are used 

to  ABC Council are continually looking 

at ways of keeping you informed about 

issues that may affect everyone,       

particularly the elderly and vulnerable 

who are self-isolating or shielding due to Covid19.    

We have a lot of people working tirelessly in the community to support our 

elderly and vulnerable, playing a vital role in keeping people connected and 

well supplied.  Unfortunately we have received information to suggest that 

SOME individuals claiming to be good Samaritans are calling at elderly    

person’s homes offering to take weekly collections to their local churches 

and in some cases offering to collect prescriptions and groceries for a cash 

sum.  We urge St Mark’s Parishioners to be cautious and follow this advice : 

• Only use the services of people you know and trust 

• Please ensure that you do not send cash donations at this time . 

Please save these gifts until church services resume .  Cheques 

payable to  ‘St Mark’s, Armagh’ may always be posted to the 

Church Office.  

• Be alert to online and telephone scams, do not share personal or 

financial details with anyone. 

• Keep your doors locked at all times.  Use your door chain or peep 

hole.  Check ID, call 101 Quick Check to confirm identity.  Please 

display No cold calling stickers or the nominated neighbour 

scheme. 

If you see something suspicious in the area that you live in or are concerned 

about an elderly member of your community, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us on 101. 



 

BRAIN TEASER ANSWERS 

1) Bookkeeper 

2) A Penny 

3) None, Moses wasn't on the            

ark - Noah was.  

4) Queue 

5) A River 



Clare Speers  

Tropic Skincare Ambassador  

07711743676 

Skincare by Clare – 

Let’s Go Tropic 



St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’  

Parish Office :                        Parish Administrator :                           Sexton :   

The Gate Lodge                     Mrs Caroline Nesbitt                  Mr David Mansbridge  

44 Victoria Street                  Tel : 07514129195                   (Tel : 07873167120) 

Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT                      Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       

 

Following government guidelines on Covid-19, the Church 
Office will remain closed until further notice.  

I shall be working from home and can be contacted    
during usual office hours (9-1pm) on Tel : 07514129195  

or by email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any help to you during this 
continued period of lockdown.    Caroline 

Contact Details 

Rector : Rev Malcolm Kingston                                    Curate : Rev Geoff Hamilton   

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh          6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh                          

Tel : 02837 522970                                                          Tel : 37 528403 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest :                                   Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Very Revd Robert Townley 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,  Mr Alex S nson  

Parish Readers : Mr Ronnie Wa� , Mrs Adele Geddis, Mrs Barbara Campbell,        

Ms Barbara Wilson   

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  

People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

CHURCH RECORDS 

Funeral Services 

Monday 20
th
 April :- Mr Nigel Burgess 

Monday 20
th
 April :- Mr Kenneth (Kenny) Mitchell 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.’ 

Matthew 5v4 





 

St Mark’s children support our NHS & Key Workers! 


