
 December / January  

He came as a witness to testify concerning that 

light, so that through him all might believe 

John 1:7 





 

Dear Friends, 
 

I wonder if you have become part of a            

movement of people putting up Christmas      

decorations extraordinarily early!  In mid  

November, I have received several WhatsApp 

pictures of decorated trees from family and 

friends.  Advent may have been two weeks away, but it 

seemed that some were almost ready to celebrate          

Christmas!  It makes me very conscious of my need to 

start shopping. 
 

Since arriving in Armagh in 2014, Georgian Day usually 

sparked my looking forward to Christmas.  I loved that 

annual tradition of spending the day in our city centre, 

soaking up the atmosphere, buying some gifts, bumping 

into people whom I have come to know and love and             

finishing up with the light show.  Georgian Day is a 

wonderful community event that has sparked my Christmas 

preparations and encouraged a consideration of what we 

have on our doorstep.  Whilst Georgian Day won’t happen 

in its traditional format, a different approach is being 

undertaken and we are still invited to visit our city 

centre and support local businesses as we prepare for 

Christmas.  Especially given the current restrictions, 

can I encourage us all to consider playing our part in 

intentionally supporting local businesses, especially 

amidst what has been an incredibly challenging year.  
 

We can choose to be good neighbours by actively                

supporting one another.  We can be intentional in how we 

shop, but also in how we act.  Like you, I truly hope 

that we can in some way be with loved ones at Christmas, 

but we all have to be realistic.  Some restrictions will 

have to be applied.  In caring for one another we shall 

have to engage with limitations.  Undoubtedly, there 

shall be temptations to circumvent what we are being         

encouraged to do.  But in the interests of loving one 

another and supporting those in the caring professions, 

let us resist temptations and resolve to follow advice.  
 

And thirdly, in the interests of supporting one another, 

let us intentionally pick up the telephone.  We might 

not be able to enter one another’s homes and standing on 

door steps has its limitations on a December’s day.   

Continued overleaf... 

 



CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

On Sunday, December 13th we shall collect gifts 
to contribute to Belfast Central Mission’s           
Christmas Toy Appeal. Items which are                
encouraged include :  educational toys (1-3 
years), clothes (1-5 years),  toiletries, books 
(smaller are better), selection boxes,  stationery, 
dolls, football accessories (not linked to any team) and pyjamas (up to 16 
years). Donation may also be received at the ’Drive through Drop off’ on 
12th December   
 

 

Our monthly collection for the Armagh Food Bank 
will also take place during the monthly ‘Drive through 
Drop Off’ on Saturday, December 12th (10am-12 
noon) outside of the Crozier Hall.  Thank you to all 
who have contributed to recent appeals and who 

      shall donate during the weeks ahead. 

However, let us think about people whom we know, whether 

family, neighbours or friends, for whom this might be a 

trying time, especially due to restrictions and the             

exhaustion of a difficult year.  Sometimes a simple ‘How 

are you?’ can mean so much, especially if loneliness is 

exacerbated by restrictions and the yearning of being 

together as we celebrate Christmas. 
 

Christmas is a celebration of Jesus stepping into our 

reality, His coming amongst us to be our Saviour, His 

being ‘Emmanuel’ meaning 'God is with us’ and through 

His Spirit, He is with us now.  Christmas may highlight 

a sense of separation from one another, but the message 

of Christmas tells us that Christ is near.  He doesn’t 

have to remain socially distant, instead through faith 

we are assured of His presence of Christ in our 

lives.  As the Carol ‘O little town of Bethlehem’            

concludes; ‘O holy child of Bethlehem descend to us we 

pray; cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us          

today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad  

tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord,  

Emmanuel.’  
 

As we approach Christmas, may we be mindful of how we 

can support one another, but also know the peaceful 

presence of Jesus, Emmanuel. 
 

Yours in Him, 

Malcolm 



ONLINE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

On Christmas Eve at 4.30pm, everyone is  
invited to take part in a short, action packed 
Christmas Party!  Why not put on your              
craziest Christmas Jumper and join in the 
fun.  Involved shall be interactive games, 
Christmas songs, the lighting of Christingles, 
a very brief Christmas message as well as an opportunity for us to see one 

another’s Christmas tree and wish everyone a 
very Happy Christmas.  This is an event for all 
ages and will take place via Zoom.            
For access details, please email :  
armagh@armagh.anglican.org.   
Parents of participating children should              
receive login details and are asked to                  
accompany children whilst we are online             



A Digital Nativity and Family Carol Service 

Christmas 2020 may look and feel different to what we are used to, but the 
reason for celebrating hasn’t changed. At Christmas we celebrate the King 
being born, our Saviour, our Christ. And that is exactly what we will be      
celebrating this Christmas, the HOPE that the birth of Jesus brings us and 
our world. 

This year we have teamed up with the guys from ‘Play it by Ear’ to produce a 
digital nativity starring some of our St. Mark’s kids. This nativity will be     
premiered Sunday 20

th
 December during our 10:30am family carol service. 

We will also have Christingle packs to help us think about Jesus, the hope 
he brings and why we celebrate Christmas. These packs are for everyone 
young and old and in between. 

Like every Sunday, our service will be live-streamed, so if you 
aren’t able to make it out to church you can still be a part of the 
celebrations online. We hope you can join us in person or online. 



 

 

Clare Speers  

Tropic Skincare  

Ambassador  

07711743676 
www.tropicskincare.co

m/shop/clarespeers 

EVERY BLESSING 

 

As a parish we would like to wish Dean Gregory Dunstan a very healthy 
and fulfilling retirement.  Gregory has been a dear friend to our Parish 
and is someone whom we hold with great  affection.  We are delighted 
that he shall remain part of our local community and we wish him every 
blessing for the years ahead! 
 

We also send our warmest congratulations to Rev’d Canon Ian Ellis who 
has been elected to serve as Bishop in Clogher Diocese.  Rev’d Ian was 
a Curate Assistant in our Parish from 1989 -1991 before moving to our 
neighbouring parishes of Loughgall & Grange.  We would like to wish 
Ian, Heather, and their family, every happiness and blessing as Ian               
prepares for the next stage of his ministry. 



     Curate’s Corner… 
 

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace             
and truth.” 

 

In so many ways our Christmas preparations will be different this year.        

However, it’s my prayer that we will be open to encounter God afresh as we 

prepare for Christmas 2020. Maybe this year we might just have a bit more 

time to wrestle with the astounding story of God the Creator of Heaven and 

Earth, appearing in a shed, as a tiny and defenceless baby.  
 

The truth is that Christmas is a ‘holy disruption’ as God interrupts the status 

quo. It’s a revolutionary encounter with profound implications for us all.          

Advent began on 29th November and runs until Christmas Eve. It’s a chance 

to pause, an opportunity to be still before God, sharing our fears, and being 

open about how vulnerable we really are. Life is full of encounters, some 

good, some not so good. Christmas is about the great encounter between 

the Creator and the created. C.S. Lewis put it well when he said; “Once in 

our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole world."  
 

This year has been a tough year, so let’s be still and know God’s rest as we 

acknowledge that the Christmas story is far bigger than Christmas. Let’s  

remind ourselves that Christmas 2020 isn’t cancelled. Let’s celebrate the 

birth of Jesus and remember that Christ makes it possible not just to have a 

new way of understanding life, but a new way of living life. In these             

challenging and unfamiliar times let’s rejoice in the fact that God’s peace 

comes not from the absence of trouble, but from the presence of God.  

Happy Christmas! 

Geoff 



SUNDAY 27th DECEMBER 

As has been our tradition, on the       
Sunday after Christmas (Sunday 27th 
December), there shall be services at 
8.30am and 10.30am, but not at 7pm. 

The 10.30am Service shall take the 
form of a Covenant Service.  This is a 

special service traditionally held in 
Methodist churches on the first      
Sunday of the year.  During this        

service we shall reflect upon God’s 
commitment to us and in respond  
dedicate ourselves afresh to His            
service as a new year dawns.  

 Please know a warm invitation to join 
us in worship and in commitment    

together. 

PARISH ORGANISATIONS 

At the time of writing guidelines    
for the reopening of organisations 
have not be issued to parishes of 

our Diocese. The reopening of   
organisations remain under review 

and shall be addressed as               
opportunity arises.  Sunday School 
shall continue to be available online 
and children are encouraged to join 

us as we learn in faith together.   

YF shall continue to meet online on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month until we are permitted to 

meet in person together.  For any 
queries, please feel free to contact 

the Rector. 

Each Sunday during Advent our online Sunday 
School will look at the Christmas story using          

videos, games, quizzes, challenges, and prayer 
activities. It’s a resource for families to use at 

home, so we hope and pray that it will be a fun and 
interactive way to encounter the Christmas story 



BAPTISMS 

Baptism Services may take place during our 10.30am  

services.  Anyone who would like to make an arrangement 

is invited to speak to Malcolm or Geoff at their convenience. 
 

WEDDINGS 

Weddings may take place in Church but are limited at present to 25 people.  

Should you like to know more about, please speak to Malcolm or Geoff. 
 

FUNERALS 

Funeral Services may also take place in Church but again are limited to 25 

people.  Funeral Directors  and Parish clergy will offer any necessary          

guidance to bereaved families. 

ENCOURAGING SAFETY DURING WORSHIP 

There is a legal requirement to wear face coverings whilst entering and     
leaving churches (unless under 12 years of age and medically exempt).     
It has been strongly recommended by leaders of church denominations,  
including the Archbishop, that face coverings are worn throughout the              
service.  The Rector and Select Vestry would deeply appreciate it if this          
recommendation is adhered to during services (unless exempt).               
Those involved in leading worship at the front of church (clergy, readers and           
singers) may remove their face coverings whilst undertaking their roles, but 
whilst doing so, 4m distancing is applied.  Seating ensures 2m distancing 
during services and worshippers are asked to maintain distance whilst       
entering and leaving the church.  Please, if you, or someone whom you have 
had recent contact with, have displayed Covid like symptoms, follow medical 
advice, remain at home and join 
us online.                    
We endeavour to abide by  
guidelines and very much hope 
that St Mark’s feels like a safe 
place to come together for public             
worship.   

CAROL SINGING 
 

During the evenings of  Monday 21st and Tuesday 
22nd (7pm) singers of all ages are invited to join in 
some outdoor and socially distanced Community 
Carol Singing.  Meeting at the Church Office we 
shall visit local homes and sing carols to residents 
from outside of their front doors.  All guidelines 
shall be adhered to.  Please refer to Pew News 
(available in church or online) for any updates 



To everyone who recently contributed 
£365.00 to our Hand Cream appeal for 
staff in Craigavon Area Hospital and for 
133kg of food, as well as financial         
contributions, for the Armagh Food 
Bank.  Your kindness to our various appeals is deeply appreciated. 
 

During the weeks ahead we have a number of opportunities for parishioners 
to support if they would like to do so. 
 

From Sunday 22nd November until Sunday 27th December, Diocesan              
Hospice Appeal envelopes shall be available in church.  This is an annual 
opportunity for parishioners across the Diocese to support their local                
hospice, ours being the Southern Area Hospice at Newry. 
 

Envelopes for Bishops’ Appeal are included in this month’s edition of              
Pinnacles.  Bishops’ Appeal seeks to support development projects through 
agencies such as Tearfund and Christian Aid.  It also contributes to disaster 
appeals as they arise, the most recent being being in response to the Beirut 
Explosion.  For further details about Bishops’ Appeal, please visit the          
following Website :- http://www.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org/   
 

Along with the Belfast Central Mission’s Christmas Toy Appeal and our 
monthly collection for Armagh Food Bank,  please know our continued 
thanks to all who have contributed to recent appeals and who shall donate 
during the weeks ahead. 
 

Donation for all appeals may be received at the ‘Drive through Drop Off’ on 
Saturday 12th December (10am - 12noon) 

DAY OF PRAYER 

 

Our annual ‘Day of Prayer’ will take 
place on Saturday, January 16

th
.  

 

Its format shall depend upon            
contemporary restrictions and good 
practice, however, as usual there 

shall be visual guides to help us as 
we pray for the needs of the world, 
our mission partners, national and 

local concerns, the Church and           
our Parish.   

Please do keep an eye out for our 
Parish Social Media and Website 

where details shall become available. 

POWER FROM ON HIGH 

During 22nd - 25th April, we hope 
to be able to offer an event in         

St Mark’s entitled ‘Power from on 
High’.  Using the media of             

materials which would include         
textiles, ceramics, 3D sculpting /              
construction etc, displays shall           

depict Biblical events from Good 
Friday to Pentecost Sunday.               

 If you, or someone you know, 
might be interested in creating a 
display, please do contact the         

Rector for more details.  If, due to 
Covid19, this event is not possible 

it shall be rescheduled to 2022. 



 

 

 

 

 

1. Like the 40 days of Lent, Advent is a fixed number of days before 

Christmas.  

True or False  

 

2. One of the Wise Men gave the gift of myrrh, which is...  

Middle Eastern money  

 A perfume  

          Rare, expensive food  
 

3. What is a traditional living Nativity celebration called in Mexico?  

Feliz Navidad 

          Las Posadas  

          Nochebuena 

 

4. Which of these Advent hymns was written by Charles Wesley?  

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

          Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  

 

5. What was the shepherds’ first reaction when an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them?  

  Joy, Sadness or Fear 
 

6. Who originated Watch Night services?  

Martin Luther, King Henry VIII or John Wesley 

 

 7. According to tradition, approximately how far did Mary travel to visit 

Elizabeth?  

50 miles 100 miles 500 miles  





From the Registers… 

Holy Matrimony 

 

Lauren Breakey 

and  
William Gillanders 

(21st November) 
 

 

Service of Thanksgiving for 
the life of  

 

David Robinson 

(1st November) 
 

John Doogan 

(22nd November) 

December /January Service Rota… 
 

 

December :  See image on back cover 
 

January :  
3rd : The Second Sunday after Christmas 

 

 

10.30am  :  Morning Worship 

  Reader  :  Wendy Davison 

  7.00pm  :  Evening Prayer 
 

10th : The First Sunday after the Epiphany 

10.30am  :  Morning Worship 

   Reader :  Michael Dickson 

   7.00pm :  Evening Prayer 
 

17th : The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

10.30am  :  Family Service 

  7.00pm  :  Evening Prayer 
 

24th : The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

10.30am  :  Morning Worship 

   Reader :  Ann Williamson 

   7.00pm :  Evening Prayer 
 

31st : The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

10.30am  :  Morning Worship 

   Reader :  Heather Chambers 

   7.00pm :  Evening Prayer 

QUIZ ANSWERS : 

1.  False   2.  A Perfume 

3.  Las Posadas     

4. Come Thou Long Expected   

Jesus 

5. Fear - they were terrified 

6. John Wesley      7. 100 miles 



St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

Parish Office :                     Parish Administrator :                    Sexton :   
The Gate Lodge                   Mrs Caroline Nesbitt         Mr David Mansbridge  
44 Victoria Street               Tel: 02837 523197            (Tel : 07873167120) 
Armagh                     Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT              Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       
              Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

 

Church Office   

Opening Hours : 

Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday & Friday 

9-1pm 
 

 

Outside of these �mes, a 
 message can be on the          

answerphone (37 523197)  
or alterna�vely,  

please send an email to  
 

sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Contact Details 
Rector : Rev. Malcolm Kingston 

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh                              

               Tel : 02837 522970 

 

Curate : Rev. Geoff Hamilton   

6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh   Tel : 02837 528403 

 

Deacon Intern : Rev. Ma&hew Topley 

 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest : 

Very Revd Robert Townley 

 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,          

    Mr Alex S�nson  
 

Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Parish Readers :  

Mrs Adele Geddis,  Mrs Barbara Campbell,   

Ms Barbara Wilson   
 

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  

People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

Safeguarding Trust Panel 

   Freddie McCann   3752  4427      Shirley Wells   3751 5123 

Malcolm Kingston   3752 2970 

We implement good practice for child protection in          
St. Mark’s 




