
  September 2020 



Dear Friends, 
 

Today, I have spent a considerable 

amount of time building furniture from 

IKEA. Let’s just say that it was a test 

of patience! 
 

I certainly don’t have Geoff Hamilton’s 

practical proficiency and when it comes 

to tasks like this it probably takes me more time than 

most, but whilst the wardrobe is far from perfect, it 

is standing tall, for now! 
 

Whilst the instructions were plain to follow, it did 

take some strategy in working out how best to achieve 

what the task entailed especially in a confined floor 

space. There were pictures to guide and processes to 

to follow. 
 

We are embarking upon the autumn term. Having spent 

the summer reflecting and praying, I usually enter 

this term with inspired ideas and a sense of process. 

However, this autumn it is very different! It seems 

that everything changes daily and it is impossible to 

plan ahead. The ‘new norm’ is one of seemingly           

increased unpredictability. It is frustrating.       

Patience is certainly being tested! 
 

However, personally, as I enter this new term, I   

cannot help but be reminded that we are to be a people 

of faith. Our current experience reminds us that life 

is fragile, it is full of uncertainty and it is     

temporary. But as people of faith we can be encouraged 

for we know that we are on a journey with our Saviour, 

who is present now, who guides us through what the   

future will bring, and one day will bring us to be 

with Him.  Knowing that we in the care of Christ the 

King, may we be a people of bold faith. May we be 

spared from anxiety due to uncertainty, but instead be 

inspired to “… fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 

on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor 4v18) 
 

Yours in Christ. 

Malcolm 

 



PARISH ORGANISATIONS 

As I write these notes, during the next few days, I intend to contact leaders 
from each of our Parish Organisations to discuss options for the term ahead.  
I am sorry not to have more details for organisations at present.  Given the 
current uncertainties, I hope that you will understand!  

All I can ask is that you keep an eye on Weekly Pew News Sheets, as well 
as our Website and Social Media for updates.  Sunday School, House 
Groups and Alpha shall all be available online during September at least.  
Further details for all of our organisations shall be available very soon! 

Malcolm 



AUTUMN PROGRAMME 

Presently, services of worship take place in St Mark’s 
on Sundays at 10.30am.  It is planned that Evening 
Services (7pm) shall resume on  Sunday 6

th
          

September in the Crozier Hall.   

Wednesday (7.30pm) services shall recommence on Wednesday 9
th
   

September in St Mark’s.  The reflection offered on Wednesday evenings 
shall be repeated during an online Friday night service at 9pm.  During the 
autumn term we shall be considering lessons from the Parables of Jesus. 

It is also hoped that the 8.30am Sunday Services can resume at some 
stage, however this will be confirmed in due course.   

At all services in church (including Weddings and Funerals), as well as in 
the hall, 2m Social Distancing from those from differing households is 
practiced.  Those attending services of worship are recommended and 
encouraged to wear face coverings unless exempted. 

Guidelines received indicate that congregational singing is not advised, 
therefore whilst in church we have been listening to hymns recorded by 
Adam and Gillian Reaney, and Clare and Mark Speers.  Whilst it would be 
lovely to be able to sing together again, we are incredibly grateful to our 
soloists and accompanists for their familiar voices and music very willingly 
offered to assist us in worship.   

As you can imagine, ever since the arrival of Covid19 locally, plans have 
changed many times!  However, we hope that with careful practice we can 
build toward a growing sense of being together as a worshipping                   
community. 

Should you have any queries please do feel free to contact Malcolm or 
Geoff at any time. 

BAPTISMS 
Baptism Services may take place during our 10.30am services.  Anyone 
who would like to make an arrangement for a Baptism is invited to speak 
to Malcolm or Geoff at their convenience. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Weddings may take place in church.  Should you like to know more about 
current practice for weddings, please feel free to speak to Malcolm or 
Geoff. 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
Funeral Services may also take place in church.  Specific 
guidelines will apply, as well as those mentioned for      
Sunday Services.  Funeral Directors and Parish clergy will 
offer any necessary guidance to bereaved families. 



LE MALL 24 

From Saturday 5
th
 September (10.30am) until Sunday 6

th
 September 

(10.30am) a sponsored walk / run / cycle shall take place on a circuit    
surrounding our church grounds.  This will be a relay involving participants 
for at least an hour over the 24 hour period.  If this sounds interesting to 
you, please feel free to register on our Parish Website.   

Funds raised from this endeavour are to help pay for some costly          
extraordinary projects including the essential maintenance of trees on our 
church grounds, the purchase and installation of equipment to facilitate 
live streaming of services and the resurfacing of the church avenue from 
the front door to the Mall entrance.  For any financial support we would be 
most grateful. 



ONLINE SERVICES UPDATE 

From Sunday 6
th
 September we hope to offer live streams 

of our 10.30am service from St Mark’s.  The live stream 
shall be available via our Church Website 
(www.stmarksarmagh.org).  If you click on the ‘Sunday            
Service’ option from the ‘Latest’ tab, then you should be 
able to join us wherever you may be. 

After the service’s conclusion, the service shall be uploaded to Vimeo 
from where it can be watched at any time.  Links for this shall be available 
from the ‘Sunday Service’ page of our Website or via Facebook Posts.  
Our church videos on Vimeo are also directly accessible via the following 
Web Address :- www.vimeo.com/stmarksarmagh 

Also, if you use a SmartTV to view our services, an app should be readily 
available for Vimeo.  It may need to be downloaded, but ought to be easily 
obtained.  When you open the Vimeo App on your SmartTV, please 
search ‘stmarksarmagh’ and select ‘People’.  Our Parish Videos should 
then be selectable. 

Please note that we may be reducing our YouTube usage in the near            
future.  Whether this shall take place shall be confirmed in the October 
edition of Pinnacles 

Should you have any queries, please do feel free to contact Malcolm. 



 

 

Clare Speers  

Tropic Skincare  

Ambassador  

07711743676 
www.tropicskincare.co

m/shop/clarespeers 

GENERAL VESTRY 
The General (or Easter) Vestry Meeting shall take place in the Crozier Hall 
on Tuesday, 1

st
 September (7.30pm).  This meeting shall include a short  

report by the Treasurer and  Rector and involve the election of Select Vestry 
members and representatives for our Parish.  Please do try to attend this 
important meeting in the life of our congregation.  Everyone may attend the 
meeting, but only members of the General Vestry may vote. 
 

CD DISTRIBUTION 
Audio CD recordings of Sunday Services are available for  Parishioners who 
are unable to view services online.  At present CDs are posted as soon as 
possible.  If you, or someone you know, would like to receive a weekly CD, 
please contact the Parish Office and we shall be very glad to accommodate 
this.  If you currently receive a CD, and no longer require this service, please 
do get in touch and your delivery can be concluded. 



SURF PROJECT DAY 
Please know a warm invitation to join us for a day out to 
Portrush with the Surf Project!  If you would rather not 
surf, please feel free to join us any way.  We shall meet 
in the Methodist Church Hall (Portrush) at 11am.         

As well as surfing we shall share in worship and        
learning together.  All equipment is  provided and all  
necessary guidelines shall be adhered to.  For any    
queries, please feel free to contact Malcolm (37522970). 



 

 

ORDINATION 

On Tuesday, 8
th
 September (7.30pm) the Ordination Service for two          

Deacons shall take place in St Mark’s.  Those to be ordained are Mr Rodney 
Blair who shall serve in St Columba’s, Portadown and Mr Matthew Topley 
who shall join us in St Mark’s.   

During the year ahead, Matthew shall participate in a wide range of ministry 
opportunities.  Our goal is to give him as much experience as we possibly 
can!  Matthew’s wife Erin, a CMS Australia Mission Partner, shall also get 
involved in ministry activities here in Armagh, although she has some current 
central church responsibilities that she will continue to uphold.  Matthew and 
Erin are expecting their first child in January therefore their year amongst us 
will be very memorable for at least this very significant reason! 

Matthew and Erin shall join us in Sunday Worship for the first time on              
Sunday 6

th
 September and during the morning service we shall hear a little 

of their story so far. 

Due to the current pandemic, those present at the Ordination Service shall 
be by invitation.  However, it is hoped that the service shall be accessible via 
Live Stream on our Parish Website.   

Please do remember Matthew and Erin, as well as, Rodney and Judith in 
your prayers as they approach this very significant service and step in their 
faith and lives. Both are couples of faith in and love of the Lord Jesus and 
are offering themselves for service in His Church.  The Church needs more 
people like them to love and serve the Lord’s people!  It is a privilege for us 
to be part of their ministry journeys.   

BIBLE STUDIES 

The Archbishop of Armagh has recorded some short Bible Studies based 
upon 1 Thessalonians.  These are available on the Diocesan Website 
(www.armagh.anglican.org).  Please feel free to have a listen at times that 
are suitable to you! 



CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to our       
Parish Funds.  We are truly grateful for your         
support.  Here are available opportunities which 
you might like to consider for contributions.          
For any queries, or to obtain any necessary  
details please feel free to contact The Parish 
Administrator, Mrs Caroline Nesbitt (028 37523197 / 
sec.stmarks@gmail.com). 

 Church Offering Envelopes may be received at Sunday services or at 
the ‘Drive Through’ on Saturday 19

th
 September (10.30am – 12pm).  

Please access the church grounds via Victoria Street.   

 Cheques Payable to ‘St Mark’s, Armagh’ may be delivered to our   
Parish Office at your convenience.  If you have Offering Envelopes, 
please write your envelope number on the reverse side. 

 Standing Orders may be initiated via your Bank’s online facilities or by 
use of a form obtainable from Caroline. 

 Donations by debit / credit card can be made via our Parish Website 
(Parish Donations page). 

 Gift Aid.  If you are a UK Tax Payer, St Mark’s can benefit from an 
additional 25% on top of your contributions, at no extra cost to you.  If 
you would like to enable this to happen, a form is included for this  
purpose.  If your circumstances change meaning that you are no long-
er a Tax Payer, please contact Caroline, so that your Gift Aid  declara-
tion can be concluded. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

During the first part of the new school term   
Sunday School will be available online using the 
‘All Aboard’ material in a bitesized format which 
can be downloaded from our Parish Website 
(www.stmarksarmagh.org) 

Each week there will be an activity sheet for  children and families along with 
a short video. We hope you enjoy being part of the ‘All Aboard’ programme!  



FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

Food donations for the Food Bank may be delivered to the 
Elim Church on Tuesday and Saturday Mornings (10.30am 
– 12.30am).  Food may also be delivered at our Parish 
‘Drive Through’ on Saturday 19th September (10.30am – 12pm).                
Cheques payable to ‘Armagh Food Bank’ can also be posted to the Parish 
office.  Thank you to all who support the work of Armagh Food Bank. 

PARISH TEAMS 

At present we are trying to build and rebuild teams to 
help in the ministry of our Parish.  Might you be         
willing to recommit, or commit, to helping with the 
following teams?  If so, please do get in touch with 
Caroline at our Parish Office and you can be included 
in these teams. 

♦ Audio / Visual : on a rota to serve during Sunday Services (10.30am).  
This would suit people with an interest in technology and a willingness 
to help with Sound Desk, Video Recording and Live Streaming.   

♦ CD Distribution : a weekly commitment of copying CDs either              
immediately following the 10.30am Sunday Service or as soon as  
possible afterwards using the duplicator in the church.  As well as this, 
we need people to deliver the CDs weekly to the homes of recipients. 

♦ Pinnacles Distribution : a monthly commitment to deliver Parish              
Magazines to Parishioners living within proximity to your home.   

PASTORAL CARE 
Due to current requirements, pastoral visits have been largely suspended to 
hospitals, nursing and residential homes.  A socially distant outdoor visit may 
be arranged if this would be appreciated by parishioners.  Please also know 
that if you would ever like to speak to Malcolm or Geoff, they would be more 
than happy to speak on the telephone.  Telephone calls are very much          
welcomed!  Contact details are found at the back of this booklet. 



Alan Moore  

&  

Michelle McCarthy  

who were married in                

St Mark’s on 1st August 

Christopher Nesbitt 

&  

Natalie Mitchell 

who were married in                

St Mark’s on 8th August 

A ‘Back to School’ Prayer 

Dear God, at the start of a new school year, we pray for 
school principals, teachers, and the wider team behind the 
scenes as they work through the practical implications of 
running a school at this time. We bring before you our 
children and young people, may they settle into the new school routine and get 
back into the learning cycle. We also pray for parents and caregivers as they 

work through any concerns they may have in these unfamiliar times. May each 
day be a day of hope, of expectation, of relishing each  moment as a gift from 

you, knowing that our lives are in your hands. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen  



PRAYER MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP 

The Prayer Ministry Partnership continues to pray for 
all who would welcome prayer for healing.  At the 
beginning of each month a prayer list is circulated to 
group members which offers the Christian names of 
those whom we are praying for.  Names are added 
during the month by email circulation until a new list is drafted.  If you, or 
someone that you know would like to be prayed for, please feel free to   
mention this to a member of the clergy or someone who you know is a  
member of the Parish Prayer Group.  Alternatively, you can let us know via 
the response form on the ‘Prayer and Worship’ page of our Parish Website.  
If you would like to join the actual prayer group, please again feel free to 
mention this to a member of the Clergy or a member of the Prayer Group. 

Continued thanks are extended to Stanley and Jennifer Towers for their        
consistent faithfulness in facilitating this very important and valued Parish 
Prayer Group.  

CABIN FEVER 

During Monday, 10th August until Friday, 14
th
 August 

we very much enjoyed being part of the online ‘Cabin 
Fever’ Holiday Bible Club.  The week concluded with 
a special online Family Service featuring some of the              
characters from the Cabin Fever Week.  As a Parish 
we are indebted to Jill Hamilton and her team from 
Connor Diocese who produced the material used    
during the week.  We also are very grateful to our  
local participants who also featured during the videos 
which could be followed in all of our homes. 



From the Registers... 

Holy Baptism 
 

Theo McFarland  (2nd August) 
 

 
 
 

Holy Matrimony  
 

Alan Moore & Michelle McCarthy    

(1st August) 

Christopher Nesbitt & Natalie Mitchell   
(8th August) 

 

 
 
 

 

Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life of  

 

 

Adeline Mills (20th August) 

September Service Rota… 
 

6th : The Thirteenth Sunday a�er Trinity 

10.30am : Morning Worship                                         

Reader : Michael Dickson 
 
 

13th : The Fourteenth Sunday a�er Trinity 

10.30am : Morning Worship                                             

Reader : Ann Williamson 
 

20th : The Fi�eenth Sunday a�er Trinity 

10.30am : Family Service                                                   

Reader : Rachel McKee 
 

27th : The Sixteenth Sunday a�er Trinity 

10.30am : Morning Worship                                           

Reader : Tom Galbraith 



St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

Parish Office :                     Parish Administrator :                    Sexton :   
The Gate Lodge                   Mrs Caroline Nesbitt         Mr David Mansbridge  
44 Victoria Street               Tel: 02837 523197            (Tel : 07873167120) 
Armagh                     Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT              Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       
                Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

 

Church Office   

Opening Hours : 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday & Friday 

9-1pm 
 

 

Outside of these 'mes, a 
 message can be on the          

answerphone (37 523197)  
or alterna'vely, please send 

an email to 
sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Contact Details 
Rector : Rev Malcolm Kingston 

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh                              

               Tel : 02837 522970 

 

Curate : Rev Geoff Hamilton   

6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh   Tel : 02837 528403 

 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest : 

Very Revd Robert Townley 

 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,          

    Mr Alex S'nson  
 

Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Parish Readers :  

Mr Ronnie Wa9 , Mrs Adele Geddis,             

Mrs Barbara Campbell, Ms Barbara Wilson   
 

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  

People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

Safeguarding Trust Panel 

   Freddie McCann   3752  4427 

    Shirley Wells   3751 5123 

Malcolm Kingston   3752 2970 

We implement good practice for 
child protection in  

St. Mark’s 




