
November 

 

Dear Friends, 
I write to you following a fabulous weekend during which we gave thanks to God for all of His abundant 
goodness.  Within a beautifully decorated church, services took place featuring our brilliant Parish and  
Junior Choirs, as well as, faithful preachers from Dungiven, Craigavon, Dublin and Aghalee.  There was also 
a breakfast in the Hall for the ladies, meaning that all in all, there was much to smile about this Harvest.   
However, as I write to, this has been a day of dismay.  Our Parliament continues to be in crisis and Northern  
Ireland rests firmly in the eye of its storm.  Closer to home, many of our MLAs have refused to grasp an  
opportunity to reconvene and properly debate incoming legislation with immense significance, deserving so 
much more than a few minutes back at Westminster last July.  In a year that marks the fiftieth anniversary 
since the beginning of what we know of as ‘The Troubles’, we are reminded of how far we have come in recent  
decades.  There is a collective will for peace, yet it feels as if our political divisions run so deep that  
convergence and shared governance is as distant as ever.   
With good reason, Psalm 46 has a strong association with Remembrance Sunday.  This Psalm reminds us 
that God is "… an ever-present help in trouble.”  His might enables us to have faith despite struggles at all 
scales, international and personal.  This is a Psalm which encourages us to look up when we feel powerless 
and be encouraged with incredibly reassuring words; “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
May we look to Him in faith for reassurance, for help, for strength and for peace. 
Every Blessing, 
Malcolm 

 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
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For our November meeting we are 
looking forward to having Lorna   
Watson from the Children’s Hospice to 
tell us of the great work carried out 
there.  We hope to have a good   
turn-out and extend a warm invitation 
to all ladies of the Parish to come 
along and join us. We know that you 
will not be disappointed. 
 

Please put the date in your diary :- 
Thursday 21

st
 November at 8 p.m. in 

the Venue. 
Take care and God bless 

Elaine and Betty 

ST. MARK’S BOWLING CLUB 
We have had a disappointing start to 
our bowling season, losing to    
Mountnorris and Knappagh  
Churches but we are hopeful things 
will improve! 
Due to ill health, 3 of our members are 
absent. We wish them a speedy  
recovery and hopefully they will  
return soon. 
We look forward to having new  
members join us. 
Anne 
 

FIRST THURSDAY CLUB 
For our meeting on 7th November the 
speaker will be Mrs Maisie Wilson who 
will give us a demonstration of various 
ways of wearing our scarves!   
This should be quite entertaining and  
helpful, so hopefully everyone will 
come along and enjoy our time  
together.  We would also ask  
Members to bring along £5 for pay-
ment in advance for our December 
meeting.  We meet as usual in the 
Venue at 2.30pm and new members 
are always welcome.  
Ann 
 

UNITED SERVICE  
On Sunday, November 17th (7pm) we 
will worship alongside our Methodist 
and Presbyterian friends in 1st  
Armagh Presbyterian Church. 
Everyone will be welcome to join us.  
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT AND  
REMEMBRANCE  
A special service will take place on 
Sunday, November 24th (7pm) as we 
pray for those whose loved ones have 
entered their eternal rest  particularly 
during the past year. Everyone will be 
most welcome to attend as we  
reflect together.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Noeleen’s Helping Hands, Markethill would like to express their sincere 
gratitude to all the children, parents and parishioners who contributed so 

generously towards the Shoe Box appeal for the 
people of Romania.  A total of 33 shoe boxes and 
£105 towards the cost of transport was donated. 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
There will be no Sunday School on Remembrance 
Sunday, 10th November. 

CMSI & LEPROSY MISSION BOXES 
 

Please return Leprosy Mission boxes to Mrs Selina Foster and your CMSI 
Boxes to Valerie McCann by the end of November.  

 

Alternatively, they may be left in the Church Office. Thank you! 

 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY 
MONEY COURSE 

The intention of the CAP Money Course 
is to help get more in control of your  
finances, so you can spend wisely, save, 
give and prevent debt. This course,  
devised by the award winning debt  
counselling charity, Christians Against  
Poverty, will be on offer in the Crozier 
Hall on Thursday evenings, 7th, 14th  and 
21st November (7.30pm).  
If you are in financial difficulty, this is not 
the correct course for you.  
Specialist CAP Workers are available for 
those who are suffering from the very burdensome reality of debt.  If you 
would like to know more, please do contact CAP (0800 3280006).  
However, the very enjoyable and enlightening CAP Money Course is for 
everyone who would like to know more how to manage their income and 
expenditure and use what we have with greater care.  For planning  
purposes, it would be helpful for those wishing to attend to contact the 
Church Office (028 37523197 / email : armagh@armagh.anglican.org). 

 

AYAC Diocesan Youth 
Weekend 

 

During the weekend of Friday 
15th – Sunday 17th November, 

it is planned that a group of 
secondary school aged young 
people will attend the Diocesan 

Youth Weekend at Murlough 
House, Dundrum. 

 

 All are encouraged to join us! 
Booking details are found on 

our Parish and  
Diocesan Website.  

 

Consent Forms and Payment 
must be received by  

Friday, 1st November. 
 For further information, please 

feel free to contact the 

 Rector. 
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Safeguarding Trust Panel 
 

   Freddie McCann   3752  4427 
    Shirley Wells   3751 5123 
Malcolm Kingston  3752 2970 

 
We implement good practice 

for child protection in  
St. Mark’s 

 

Parish Directory 

Rector  
Rev Malcolm Kingston 

St Mark’s Rectory, 
14, Portadown Rd,  
Armagh                         37522970 

 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest 
Very Revd Robert Townley 

 

Pastoral Assistants  
Ms Barbara Wilson 

Mr Alex Stinson  
 

Diocesan Reader 

Mr Paul Turton      
 

Parish Readers 

Mr Ronnie Watt  
Mrs Adele Geddis 

Mrs Barbara Campbell                 
Ms Barbara Wilson    
 

Rector's Churchwarden 

Mr Mark Speers 

People's Churchwarden 

Mrs Elaine Woods  
 

Fabric Fund Treasurer 

Mr Freddie McCann            
 

Ladies Catering Team  
Ms Edith Nichol     0755 2683 232 

From the Registers  
 

Holy Baptism 
 

22nd September   Emilia Angela Shelvin 

  

‘We receive and welcome you as a member of the body of Christ’ 

 
Service of Thanksgiving for the life of 

 

2nd October     Robert George Colhoun 

15th October    Rachel Elizabeth (Ivy) Warnock 

 
                Jesus said “Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted” 

The Gate Lodge   
44 Victoria Street  

Armagh  BT61 9DT 

 

Office Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  

& Friday,  
9am - 1pm  

Tel 028 3752 3197 

Parish Administrator 

 Mrs Caroline Nesbitt 
sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

 

Hon. Secretary of  
Select Vestry 

Mrs Wendy Davison 

 

Hon. Treasurer  
Mr Arnold Courtney  

 

Sexton  
Mr David Mansbridge  

07873167120  

We recently received the very happy news 
that Rev'd Geoff Hamilton will arrive  
during late January to serve as our Parish 
Curate Assistant. We very much look  
forward to welcoming Geoff and his wife, 
Jill, (pictured) to Armagh!  
In anticipation of his ministry in our 

Parish, Geoff writes …..  
 

I am excited about this next chapter 
even though I dread the concluding 
weeks of goodbyes in my present parish of St Columba’s. On leaving school 
at 16 I attended Craigavon Training Centre before serving a joinery  
apprenticeship with a local building contractor in my hometown of Lurgan. 
Aged 25 I moved to Montevideo and worked with the Anglican church using 
my joinery background within a community development project for young 
people.  
I am married to Jill who works for Connor Diocese and we are both looking 
forward to serving alongside you. John 1:14 declares that; ‘The Word 

 became flesh and made His dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.’ I find 
the words ‘full of grace and truth’ profoundly challenging because they  
remind me that to be a follower of Christ means that we are all called to carry 
His mark. The mark isn’t a bracelet, badge or necklace, it’s a life lived with 
‘grace and truth’. When ‘grace and truth’ are worked out in the daily grind an 
opportunity is created for people to move beyond lives of accumulation,  
competition and self–centredness and participate in God’s agenda. We do 
life better together, so I look forward to walking with you, and may we  
continually remind each other that we don’t have to be brilliant as God 
doesn’t call us to be successful - God dares us to be available. 
 

Finally, I’m hoping St Marks is a Liverpool free zone as they will probably win 
the league in 2020 and that’s just not good as I am a Man City supporter! 
 

Love and prayers Geoff 

 

 

Blood Transfusion  
Service in the      
Crozier Hall 

 

Monday 25th & 
Tuesday 26th  

November 
1.30-4pm &  

5.15-8pm 
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Sundays in  November 
 

3rd            The FOURTH  SUNDAY before ADVENT             Green                                                                                   
Readings:   Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4,2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12,  
                   Luke 19:1-10  
  8:30am     Holy Communion Two 

10:30am     Holy Communion  Two 

          Reader: Heather Chambers           
 7:00pm     Evening Prayer  
      
10th           The THIRD  SUNDAY before ADVENT                  Green                                                                                   
Readings:   Haggai 1:15b-2:9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17,  
                   Luke 20: 27-38 

  8:30am     Holy Communion One                                                                                                                                            
11.40am approx.  Morning Prayer  
                  (after the Act of remembrance at the Cenotaph)                                                                                                   
          Readers: Don McKee, Colin Thompson 

 7:00pm      Evening Prayer Two 

    
17th          The SECOND SUNDAY before ADVENT                Green                                                                                                                           
Readings:  Isaiah 65:17-25,  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13,  Luke 21: 5-19 

8:30am      Holy Communion Two        

10:30am    Family Service           
  7:00pm    United Service in 1st Armagh Presbyterian Church  
   

24th          The  SUNDAY before ADVENT                                 White 

                 (The Kingship of Christ)                                                                                                                                                                  
Readings:  Jeremiah 23: 1-6, Colossians 1: 11-20, Luke 23: 33-43 

8:30am      Holy Communion One       

10:30am    Morning Prayer Two 

                  Readers: Tom & Daphne Galbraith 

  7:00pm    Service of Light and Remembrance  

November Flowers 

3rd Nov: Ray Donald 

10th & 17th: Nov: 
Gregory & Denise McCarten 

 

24th Nov : The Dickson family  

FONT: Betty Dickson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Team : 7 

Betty Dickson, Selena Foster,  
Valerie Cooke, Edith Davidson, 
Molly McCabe, Sally Nelson & 

Angela Dickson 

  

FWO COUNT    
 

   3rd  November   Team 1              
 10th  November   Team 2          
 17th  November   Team 3       
 24th  November   Team 4 

December/January 

 Pinnacles 

 

Notes to the Church Office,  
 please by 

 

Monday 18th November 
 

 

 They can be emailed to 

sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

 

DATE FOR YOUR  

DIARY… 
 
 

Ladies Day Trip to 
Kildare 

 Shopping Village 
 

Saturday 23rd 
 November 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A sign up sheet is in 
the Church Porch. 

 CO ARMAGH MEMORIAL WALL 

 

Armagh Phoenix Group have  
produced a DVD of the Service and 

Dedication that took place at  
St Marks on 16th June 2019. 

 

 

For those wishing a copy of the DVD 
they are available from the Church 

Office, any CAPG Committee 

 member and at Armagh British 

 Legion for a donation of £5.  

 


