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Dear Friends, 

I hope that this letter finds you well amidst 

such a concerning time.  As I write to you, I 

have hardly been out of the Rectory grounds for 

almost a week.  It is a very unusual         

experience, one which I know many of you will 

share.  With three children in our home, I am very       

grateful for a big back garden and kind weather! 

Whilst what we offer in the Church, Hall, Office and in 

your homes has been suspended, we have adjusted and found 

new ways of ministering in our current context.  The level 

of interaction that we have experienced through the          

internet has been simply amazing.  Our first online Sunday 

Service even featured in a UTV Live news report!  Whilst 

the opportunity to worship and pray together using the    

internet has been marvellous, I do regret that some of our 

most faithful parishioners are not able to participate due 

to not having the necessary technology and expertise.   

But this is temporary, the day will come when we can be          

together again. 

On Wednesday past’s Prayer Sheet, I introduced our Prayer 

Time by reflecting very briefly on John 20v19-23.  In this 

passage the fearful disciples were gathered together in a 

room, behind locked doors.  This passage remains in my 

thoughts as each of us are, to some degree, behind locked 

doors.  But amidst the fear, the disciples encountered the 

risen Lord who came to them with those precious words; 

‘Peace be with you!’  How their hearts must have soared 

when they met with the risen Jesus.  They knew that He had 

died at Calvary, but it was true, He is risen! 

As Jesus was preparing His disciples for Good Friday, He 

promised that that they would not be alone and that the 

Holy Spirit, would come.  Today, although behind closed 

doors, as people who believe in God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, we can know that we are not alone, that though His 

Spirit, God is with us, and in faith we can trust in, pray 

to, worship and serve Him. 

Please know that if you need help, it is available. Just 

call the Rectory, if even just for a chat.  This Holy Week 

and Easter will be different, but from our homes we can 

thank God for His Son, our Saviour, and know that through 

His Spirit, we are never alone. 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm 





SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Until it is permissible for us to return to worshipping together in St Marks’, 

Sunday Services will be uploaded onto the internet by 8.30am.  Please feel 

free to watch and engage in these services at your usual time for worship or 

at a time more suitable to you!   

To watch the services on your Smart TV, computer, 

tablet or phone, please go to YouTube :- 

www.youtube.com   When YouTube opens, search for ‘St Marks Armagh’. 

This should offer a selection of videos including the most recent Sunday   

Service. 

Alternatively, the most recent service should be available on our Parish  

Website under ‘News’ and then ‘Sunday’s Service’ 

On Monday mornings you shall also find a short Devotion and on Friday  

evenings we shall offer a service of Late Evening Office with a short         

message from Scripture.   

On Wednesday we have a weekly prayer initiative which  involves a prayer 

guide uploaded weekly to our Parish   Website (see Prayer & 

Worship).  Please feel free to use the prayer guide as      

convenient, but if you would like to join Geoff and Malcolm in 

an online prayer meeting from 1pm – 1.30pm, you may do so 

using an App called Zoom.  Please get in touch and we shall 

help you be part of this online Prayer Time.  Everyone will be most welcome. 

Each Sunday, BBC Radio Ulster broadcast a Sunday        

Service from various Churches throughout Northern                

Ireland.  Tune in each Sunday at 10.15am on 

MW :1341 or FM : 92-95.    

Whilst we cannot be together in worship and in prayer, let us continue to  
worship and prayer together using these opportunities available to us all. 

 

THANK YOU … to all of our participants who have very kindly gone 
behind cameras to help with our Sunday Services.  Your willing     
contributions are deeply appreciated.  Thank you one and all. 



PASTORAL CARE 

Due to current requirements, pastoral           
visits have been suspended to hospitals, 
nursing and residential homes, as well as 
Parishioners’ homes.  If permissible, 
Chaplains will visit those in hospital.   

To help ensure that hospital patients are visited, please let the Rector 
know of admissions. 

               FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

The continued support of our Parishioners for the 
Armagh Food Bank is deeply appreciated.       

The Food Bank is expected to be incredibly busy 
during weeks to come.   

According to our most recent update, food can be donated at the Elim 
Church door on Tuesday and Saturday mornings (10.30am – 12.30pm).  
Collection points are also found in the Ulster Bank, Sainsbury, Emersons 

and the Rural Transport Office. 



 

 

 

Some words from our Curate... 
 

In the Old Testament numerous journeys are documented and the journey 
made by Abraham is particularly powerful. I’m sure many of us have had   
travel plans disrupted over these past weeks, and many are wondering at 
this point if their summer holiday plans will be turned upside down. When we 
make travel plans the destination is always the first thing to be                  
determined. Then if the location is overseas we consider airports and airlines 
which generally is more flexible; but the destination is always the focal point.  
 

God’s itinerary for Abram, who became Abraham contained details about his 
point of departure, but the rest seemed somewhat vague. In our present    
circumstances there is something that resonates within us all as we are living 
in unfamiliar times. For me, Abraham is a real encouragement as he         
embraced God’s call to live in the unknown. By the way, how do you pack for 
an unrevealed destination? 

 

Abraham moved into the unfamiliar which wasn’t easy, but whoever said 
obeying God was meant to be trouble-free? Why is it that we keep trying to 
nail things down just the way we want them? We all know from our life      
experiences that you just can’t do this no matter how hard you try. In the 
midst of these difficult days we have an opportunity to evaluate how secure 
we really are and reflect upon life and what has value. 
 

As a nation we have perhaps slipped into a leisurely way of living and bought 
into the lie that we have everything under our control. Security can be       
seductive and insecurity is generally frightening. However, we don’t look to 
God to make us secure, we look to God to give us the courage to face our 
own insecurities. Remember, stability comes from trusting in God.  At this 
time God calls us to do what we can and humbly let God do what is beyond 
our control. Instead of having the illusion that we are in control, God dares us 
to intentionally give up our schemes. Instead of focusing exclusively on the 
destination, God challenges us to be fully present as we travel, especially 
towards the people we meet on the journey. This is how we walk with God in 
unsettling times.   
 

It’s evident from Abraham’s story that his encounter with God was not an 
isolated momentary experience, but an on-going relationship. The journey 
that defined his life is a powerful metaphor, which resonates with us today, 
as it portrays a life of transition, obedience and  sacrifice. A sacrificial life is 
the only means by which a life of faith matures. Abraham had to work out the 
consequences of faith on the journey.  Therefore, sacrifice is to faith what 
eating is to nutrition; it is the action that we engage in that is transformed 
within ourselves invisibly and unobserved into a life lived in responsive    
obedience to God. (1) 
 

(1) Eugene H. Peterson, The Jesus Way (London: Hodder, 2009), 50. 



As one considers  Abraham’s call in Genesis 12, it’s clear that his response 
to God set in motion an epic journey which required a life of sacrifice. From 
Abraham’s calling in Genesis 12 to God’s command to sacrifice his son 
Isaac in Genesis 22, sixteen verbs are used for either walking or journeying. 
Within this formational journey, Abraham had to contend with and           
comprehend the fact that his life wasn’t his own. 
 

As we seek to follow God’s call on our lives in unfamiliar circumstances it will 
be for us also a continuing and dynamic process that touches every aspect 
of our lives.  As we reflect on Abraham’s call, it’s clear that there is a real  
sense of progression for him as a new identity begins to  form. His calling 
was initiated by God.  yet it required a response from Abraham and the    
willingness to leave the familiar and move into the unknown. His experience 

highlights the fact that movement and growth are always a consequence of 
following God. God’s desire is for us to go beyond a single one-time         
encounter with God and participate in an on-going journey of transformation. 

Therefore, when God nudges us to do something this week, remember it’s 
not always about success, it’s primarily about obedience. Take a moment 
today away from the TV news and in the midst of these unfamiliar times look 
back to the Christmas story and remember that God is with us. Continue on 
and embrace the Easter story that God is for us! As we journey into          
unchartered places let’s learn not only to experience and appreciate God’s 
blessing, but to be a source of blessing for others. 
 

Dear God, as I consider how Abraham responded to your call and ventured 
into the unknown I pray for your help today, because without it I will cave in.  
I pray for your power today, because without it I will fall to pieces. I pray for 
your inspiration today, because without it I will experience hopelessness.       
I pray for your grace today, because without it I will crack. I pray for your 
peace today, because without it I will panic.                                                
Lord in these unfamiliar times I rest in you. 

On a sunny morning, William's mother came into her son's 

room and said, "William, it's Sunday. Time to get up! Time to 

get up and go to church! Get up!" 
 

From under the covers came mumbles, "I don't want to go!" 
 

"What do you mean?" she said. "That's silly! Now get up and get dressed 

and go to church!" 
 

"No!" he shot back. "I'll give you two reasons. I don't like them and they 

don't like me!" 
 

"Nonsense," she told him. "I'll give YOU two reasons to go. First, you are 

42 years old, and second, you are the RECTOR!"  



 



  

CHURCH GIVING 

The vast majority of our Parish income is received through church            
envelopes.  In the context of services suspension and continued Parish     
running costs, any contributions that Parishioners can afford by saving until 
service resumption, or donating in the meantime, would be deeply            
appreciated. 
 

Cheques may be posted or delivered to the Church Office.  Standing 
Order, or Bank Transfer donations are also welcomed.   

For Back Account details, please contact the Parish Administrator :-         
Telephone : 07519129195 

 

Parishioners may also utilise the Online Donations facility offered on our 
Church Website.   

When giving online or by Bank Transfer, a reference to the donor’s name will 
be available to the Parish Administrator, so that records can be maintained 
for church accounts and Gift Aid. 

Your support for our Parish Funds is deeply appreciated.  Thank you one 
and all. 



  

 

A Collect for Easter  

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast  
overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life;  

We humbly beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou 
dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring 

the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,  

ever one God, world without end.  Amen 



 

 

On Friday 27th March, members of a number of churches across Armagh 

were invited to participate in a united Prayer Initiative.  

 The special prayer written for this initiative is found in this image.  Please 

feel free to carrying on using this prayer daily or weekly.  We ask in faith to 

the merciful God who hears our prayer. 

 It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny 

stayed home from church with a sitter.  

The family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds. 

Johnny asked them what they were for. 

 

      "People held them over Jesus' head as he walked 

by," his father told him. 

      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one 

Sunday I don't go and he shows up."  



 

 

BRAIN TEASERS 

1) Which type of cheese is made backwards?  

2) Which seven-letter word contains dozens of letters?  

3) What occurs once in every minute, twice in every moment, but  

never in a thousand years? 

4) What can travel around the world but stays in one corner?  

5) You use a knife to slice my head, and weep beside me when I’m 

dead.  What am I?                                              *Answers on page  14*                        



Clare Speers  
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St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

Parish Office :                     Parish Administrator :                           Sexton :   

The Gate Lodge                     Mrs Caroline Nesbitt               Mr David Mansbridge  

44 Victoria Street                       Tel : 07514129195             (Tel : 07873167120) 

Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT                      Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       

Following government guidelines on Covid-19, the 
Church Office will remain closed until further notice.  

I shall be working from home and can be contacted 
during usual office hours (9-1pm) on Tel : 
07514129195  or by email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Please feel free to contact me If I can be of any help to you during 
these uncertain times or if you just need a chat!   

Praying for good health for you all.  

Caroline 

Contact Details 

Rector : Rev Malcolm Kingston                                    Curate : Rev Geoff Hamilton   

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh          6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh                          

Tel : 02837 522970                                                          Tel : 37 528403 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest :                                   Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Very Revd Robert Townley 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,  Mr Alex S-nson  

Parish Readers : Mr Ronnie Wa. , Mrs Adele Geddis, Mrs Barbara Campbell,        

Ms Barbara Wilson   

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers  

People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

BRAIN TEASER ANSWERS 

1) Edam  2) Postbox   3)  the letter ‘M’  4) A Stamp  5)  An Onion 





Be Still 
 

Be still and know that I am God 

let me rest within your soul, 

don’t fear my precious children 

remember I am in control. 

It may not look that way right now 

but I won’t let you down, 

remember I’m the one who rules the world 

it is I who wears the Crown. 

So, come to me with all your thoughts 

I just love to hear from you 

and if you listen carefully 

then I’ll tell you what to do. 

I may say, you just rest right now, 

or I may hand you out a task, 

but you’ll go around in circles 

if you don’t come to me and ask. 

Love your neighbour as yourself, 

whoever that might be 

and know that no-one in this world 

is as close to you as me. 

 

By Barbara Wilson 
 


