


HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

This year, most of our Holy Week and 
Easter Services shall all be available 
online.  Parish Readers and Clergy will 
lead Holy Week Services from Monday 
29th March to Good Friday (2nd April)  
daily from 8pm.  A Good Friday 3 Hours 
Service will be led by the Rector and 
shall be live streamed from St Marks from 12noon to 3pm.  St Mark’s will              
reopen for in person congregational worship for our Good Friday Service 
at 8pm.  
On Easter Sunday services will take place at 8.30am (in Crozier Hall), 
10.30am and 7pm.  The latter two services shall also be available online.  
Whether online, or in person, please know a warm invitation to join us for 
services of worship during Holy Week and Easter. 
As always, please keep an eye out for the latest news from our Parish on 
our Website and Social Media accounts. 



Rector’s Letter….. 
 

Dear Friends, 

I wonder if, of late, you have struggled with change or lack of 
change.  Something that  definitely needs to change for me  
personally is the length of my hair.  I am hoping that Claire 
will have some ?me this weekend to get the clippers out! 

For some of us we like things to remain the way that they are.  Norms are good.  
We like a se#led rou?ne and knowing what is happening and what we are to 
do.  Others of us like variety. We like days to differ and surprises are welcomed 
(more so good than bad of course). 

Of late it has felt as if everything has changed, and the prospects for change to 
come s?ll involve unease.  The administering of vaccines is simply amazing and 
so much credit is due to those who are managing their availability.  Greater 
freedoms are coming soon, we all hope and pray. 

Something that we o,en see in the Bible is how God can bring good out of 
changes that are far from desired.  The most supreme example of God bringing 
good out of a  terrible event is the resurrec?on of Jesus Christ.  For Jesus’        
followers, Good Friday was simply  devasta?ng.  Despite Jesus’ a#empts to  
prepare them for what was coming, they were completely bewildered,                 
heartbroken, afraid.  But Easter Sunday transformed their loss to incredible 
gain.  The greatest good came from the worst of situa?ons.  The outcome of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrec?on is, as John wrote in his Gospel; “… you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.” (20v31) 

Despite all of the uncertainty for the future, the struggles that we will face and 
the sorrow that we might carry into a ?me when we hope that greater                   
freedoms will be available to us, may we hold on to and treasure the message 
of Easter.  Life, at all ?mes, is found through faith in Jesus.  Change will come, 
both good and bad, but at all ?mes, Christ is with us and He is life giving. 

With thanksgiving for His sacrifice, with the assurance of His presence, and the 
knowledge of life in Him today and for all days, may we face whatever changes 
we might experience with faith in Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm 



FAREWELL 

On Sunday,11th April we shall 
bid farewell to Rev’d Geoff and 
Mrs Jill Hamilton.  Geoff and Jill 
have been wonderful                     
contributors to our Parish’s 
worship and witness since their 
arrival last January and we will 
truly miss them.  Geoff has 
proved to be a very thoughtful 
Pastor who has offered a              
distinctly sensitive ministry 
amidst the challenges of Parish 
life under the restrictions of the 
past year.  His thoughtfulness amidst energy, enthusiasm and good              
humour has been deeply appreciated by us all!   
Jill’s contribution to our children’s ministry has been invaluable and we 
are so grateful to her and to Connor Diocese’s Ripple project for the  
Sunday School material which we have availed of. The Hamiltons are a 
refreshing and dynamic team who offer their very best in the service of 
their Lord.   
The Parishioners of Annalong have been praying for a considerable 
length of time for a new Rector.  Their prayers have been answered and 
they will know much blessing and encouragement when Geoff and Jill 
come to minister amongst them.  Geoff’s Service of Institution will take 
place on Thursday 22nd April at 8pm and details of a link to watch online 
will be made available in the coming weeks. 

*Pictured above is Rev’d Geoff ‘in action’ as he records a                        
Sunday service! 



When I was asked to send in a photo with this article I thought I would 
dig out our last holiday photo just to remind us all of the ‘old days’.                 
Let’s be honest the pandemic has marked us all in different ways. I had 
six ‘normal’ weeks when I first arrived in Armagh doing all the things than 
a curate does; visiting in hospitals, visiting parishioners in care homes 
and calling with parishioners in their homes. Then everything changed, 
but I refuse to let the pandemic define my time in Armagh. I have enjoyed 
being in the Palace Stables at dawn with the dog as the morning sun 
came up. I have appreciated the history and beauty of Armagh, but more 
than these I have really valued the support and encouragement from St 
Mark’s parishioners. As Jill and I start a new chapter in Annalong we go 
energised and built up be-
cause of our time with you. 
Thank you St Mark’s for                   
everything and if you are 
ever up in the ‘Kingdom of 
Mourne' let us know! 
 

Blessings 

Geoff & Jill 

Evangelical Fellowship welcomes Bishop of 
Lancaster as guest speaker 

 

The Right Revd Dr Jill Duff, Bishop of Lancaster, will be 
the guest speaker at an online evening to be held by the 
Church of Ireland Evangelical Fellowship on Thursday 
29th April 2021, beginning at 8pm. 
 

 

Bishop Jill will take as her theme 'Lighting the Beacons' , 
a focus on the church post pandemic. 
 

 

Within her episcopal ministry Bishop Jill oversees mission, evangelism & 
church planting in the Diocese of Blackburn. Previously she was the               
Founding Director of St Mellitus College North West (2013-2018) the first  
full-time ordination course in the North West for over 40 years. She taught 
New Testament, mission and church planting. 
 

 

Be assured of a very warm welcome to what will be a hugely engaging  
evening of insight and fellowship. Details on how to join the zoom meeting 
may be found on the CIEF facebook page. 



EASTER TRAIL 

From Wednesday 31st March to Wednesday 7th 
April, an Easter Trail will be on offer for everyone to 
enjoy!  
Starting from St Mark’s, participants will follow a  
defined route which will include the grounds of           
St Patrick’s Cathedral.  
 This outdoor activity will help us to recollect events 
from Holy Week and Easter and allow us to             
prayerfully respond as we go journey to the Cross and empty Tomb.  
A guide to follow for the Easter Trail will be downloadable from our 
Parish Website.  Please know a warm invitation to take part. 



HOUSE GROUP 

Can I just say a massive thank you to everyone from the 
Tuesday night Home Group. Even though we had to meet on 
zoom due to the restrictions I really enjoyed looking at               
different topics together. In my final night we looked at the 
area of ‘Simple Living’ using the story of the rich farmer 
from Luke 12.13-21. 

It was interesting to note that the rich farmers problem wasn't his wealth 
or his preparations for the future. The issue was that he believed that he 
could find security in his possessions. His land has produced abundantly, 
yet he didn't express any sense of gratitude to God or to the workers who 
had helped him plant and harvest his bumper crop. He had more grain 
and goods in storage than he could ever hope to use, yet seems to have 
no thought of sharing it with others. He was blind to the fact that his life 
wasn't his own, he forgot that his life belonged to God.  
Our evening concluded with a CHALLENGE! What should we do less? 
Where should we have less? What should we do more? God has given 
each of us a gift of 86,400 seconds today - let’s give it our best. 
Blessings 

Geoff 



 

 
DRIVE THROUGH DROP OFF 

 

Our monthly 'Drive Through Drop Off’ will take place on  
Saturday 17th April (10am-12noon).  

 As always your donations for the Food Bank are deeply appreciated. 



 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported Armagh  

Food Bank at our March ‘Drive Through Drop Off’.   

A phenomenal amount was donated! 



THY KINGDOM COME 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, which 
invites Christians around the world to pray     between 
Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to 
know Jesus Christ.  Each morning from  Thursday 13th 

May until Saturday 22nd we shall meet either in St Mark’s 
Church, or online, to pray.  Times will be confirmed due 
course and will be available from our Parish Website.  Everyone will be most 
welcome to join us as we gather to pray according to differing themes each 
day. 

BOOK CLUB 

A recent online parish initiative has been our Parish Book Club.  This has 
been a very enjoyable opportunity to read a few chapters of a Christian 
book, then meet up on Zoom to discuss some thoughts and issues 
raised.  The book that we are currently reading is ‘Jesus : The God who 
knows you name’ by Max Lucado (ISBN 9781400216956).  This is a very 
accessible book that very naturally raises all sorts of discussions!            
Ordinarily, our next meeting will not be until May 6th (7.30pm), therefore if 
you would like to join us, you have plenty of time to catch up.  On that 
occasion we will be reflecting upon Chapters 16 & 17.   New members 
are always welcome and to join in.  Please contact Malcolm and a Zoom 
link will be sent to you before our next meeting. 





Curate’s Corner… 
  
 

Hope in Deep Waters 

 

The door bell went and as I opened the door a fella waved 
as he got into his van. I was confronted with 50 flatpack 
cardboard boxes. The packing storm was beginning to stir 
up and it had nothing to do with the weather! During this past 
year we’ve all experienced storm like conditions. As we 

slowly ease out of another lockdown it’s only natural that we will have hopes 
and concerns about what the future will bring.  
 

In Mark 4.35-41 Jesus and his disciples are crossing the Sea of Galilee and 
a storm stirs up. It’s a story about fear, yet it’s also a story about faith.  
Sometimes life is rough, the winds are strong and the waters are deep. As 
you read this short article you might even be in a storm. Some storms begin 
with a knock on the door, a phone call or a doctor’s visit. Some of them start 
with bad choices. Others seem to arise out of nowhere and take us by               
surprise. The reality is that storms happen. Storms of loss. Storms of                
suffering. Storms of uncertainty. Storms of disappointment and regret. I’ve 
been challenged lately by the simple insight that faith does not change the 
storm, it changes us. Faith does not take us around the storm, but through 
the storm. Faith allows us to see and know that God is with us in the storm. 
This Easter let’s be reminded afresh of God’s gift of hope. Christian hope, 
even in the midst of deep waters enables us to have confidence in God 
which nothing can shake. 
 

Deep Waters 
When you pass through the deep waters, and through the raging                
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you, when you walk through the fire 
you shall not be burned, 
I will, be with you, I have called you by name.  
 

When the waters of fear lap at the doors of your life, when the rivers 
of terror threaten to overwhelm you, when the fire of confusion and 
the flames of despair blister your purpose,  
I will be with you. I have called you by name.  
 

When the storms of life and the tremors of day to day living shake 
everything, when the morbid drizzle of weariness just won’t let up, 
when the battering winds of secularism hit you once again, 
I will be with you. I have called you by name.  
 

When the smog of disunity blocks your way forward, when the clouds 
of backbiting and gossip hang heavy in the air, when the thunderous 
cracks of cynicism resound once again, 
I will be with you. I have called you by name.  
 

© the Dave Hopwood/engageworship.org 

 

Blessings, Geoff 



Hockley 

Private Nursing Home 
Commi#ed to providing high quality 

and effec?ve care in a Chris?an 
se>ng for those who choose to live 
a life in our Private Nursing Home. 

Tel: 028 3887 0365 
www.elimnursinghomes.com 

 

‘A Ministry of the Elim Pentecostal Church’  

EASTER VESTRY REPORT 

On Monday, 22nd March 2021, the annual Easter or General Vestry took 
place via Zoom.  Following a Bible Reading and short thought shared by 
the Rector, as well as the approval of last year’s minutes, overview of the 
Parish Finances (as detailed in the Parish’s Financial Report for 2020) 
was presented by the Hon. Treasurer, Mr Arnold Courtney. 
Rev’d Geoff Hamilton and Rev’d Matthew Topley then offered a brief  
update of activities that they have been involved in before the Rector  
delivered his report, which is available to read from our Parish Website. 
Amongst many people particularly thanked during the course of the  
evening were the outgoing Church Wardens, Mrs Elaine Woods and Mr 
Mark Speers, both of whom had a longer than usual term of office due to 
the implications of the current pandemic.  The Church Wardens            
appointed for 2021/22 are Mrs Sarah Peilow (Rector’s) and Mr Rab  
Johnston (People’s).  We very much hope that they enjoy the roles which 
they have committed to for the year ahead! 
The outgoing Glebe Wardens, Mr Don McKee and Mr Don Maclean, 
were returned to office and the Select Vestry for the ensuing year also 
includes :- Mrs Lynda Adamson, Dr Bob Brown, Mrs Heather Chambers, 
Mr Arnold Courtney (Hon. Tres.), Mrs Wendy Davison (Hon. Sec.),              
Mr Michael Dickson, Mr John McCann, Mrs Florence Magwood, Mr Mark 
Speers, Mr Keith Ruddy, Mrs Linda Pierson and Mrs Elaine Woods. 
As a Parish we are indebted to all who serve in every aspect of Parish 
life, including those who are willing to oversee the care of our Parish              
finances and properties through the work of the Select Vestry.  Thank 
you one and all. 



Spring has  
sprung! 

A Collect for Easter 
Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast 

overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 

We humbly beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou 

dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring  

the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and  

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen 



St Mark’s Armagh 
‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

 
Parish Office :                         Parish Administrator :                       Sexton :   
The Gate Lodge                         Mrs Caroline Nesbitt             Mr David Mansbridge  
44 Victoria Street                       Tel: 07514129195               (Tel : 07873167120) 
Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 
BT61 9DT                     Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       
                  Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

 

Following government guidelines on Covid-19, the Church 
Office will remain closed until further notice.  

I shall be working from home and can be contacted  
on 07514129195  or by email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

 

    Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any help to you.    
Caroline 

Contact Details 
Rector : Rev’d Canon Malcolm Kingston                     Curate : Rev. Geoff Hamilton   
St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh           6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh                          
Tel : 02837 522970                                                           Tel : 37 528403 

 

Deacon Intern : Rev. Ma$hew Topley                         Hon. Senior Associate Priest :                                   
                                                                                              Very Revd Robert Townley 
Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      
Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,  Mr Alex S?nson  

Parish Readers : Mrs Adele Geddis, Ms Barbara Wilson   

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mrs Sarah Peilow 
 

People's Churchwarden : Mr Robert Johnston 

CHURCH RECORDS 

Funeral Services 

 

17th March     Eva Homan 
 

 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.’    
Matthew 5v4 



 

 

 

 

 

                 PROCEEDS TO CHRISTIAN AID 

                 ENTRY £1.00 

                           COLOURFUL HANDMADE QUILT SUITABLE FOR        
  CHILD’S BED/GARDEN RUG/ WALL HANGING 

 
                                                                                                  SIZE OF QUILT     

                                                                                                      54” (137cm) x 54” (137cm)              
 

                                                                                                      COMPETITION QUESTION:  

                                                                                                       How long did it take to                                
        make this quilt? 

 

E                                                                                                    Es?mate how long each                             
              stage took, add up your  
           es?mates and submit your 

         answer. 

 

                      

 

 

 

 Stages: 
♦ Cut out material pieces. Each pinwheel took 1 hour to make (this also allowed 

?me to fix mistakes!!) 
 

♦ Machine s?tch each pinwheel to navy material 
 

♦ Make and add rainbow border. 
 

♦ Add backing  material 
 

♦ Add binding 

 

To enter, simply 
contact 
 Caroline 

(07514129195)  


