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A snapshot of Church life during lockdown 2020!   
This ‘screengrab’ shows how online House Group mee�ngs are taking place. 

 Rainbows to say 'thank you’ & ‘stay home, stay safe’  

 

 



Dear Friends, 

The last time that we physically met in St 

Mark’s for a service was Sunday, 15
th
 March. It 

feels like a lifetime ago!  Yes, St Mark’s 

Church has been closed before due to repairs and 

redecorating, but the congregation met in other 

buildings; such as The Crozier Hall, 1
st
 Armagh Presbyterian 

Church and St Patrick’s Cathedral.  Whilst some of our 

Church family have always worshipped from their homes due 

to their personal circumstances, for all of our           

Parishioners to meet for worship whilst in separation is an 

entirely new experience.  In every generation there are 

‘watershed’ moments in history whereby life is referred to 

as being ‘pre’, ‘during’ or ‘post’.  Certainly this is a 

period of time which will be a reference point for      

generations to come. 

However, whilst our buildings are empty, the Church is very 

much alive!  Church communities, such as ours, are using 

technology available to reach perhaps more people than ever 

before.  Survey results recently published by Tearfund   

revealed that “With churches being closed due to         

restrictions on social gatherings, thousands of churches 

are streaming their services online.  A quarter (24%) of UK 

adults say they have watched or listened to a religious 

service since lockdown (on the radio, live on TV, on demand 

or streamed online), this jumps to three quarters (76%) 

amongst regular churchgoers.  One in twenty UK adults (5%) 

who say they have watched or listened to a religious    

service since lockdown have never gone to church.”      

Technology has permitted some degree of connectivity      

despite having to be in isolation.  Whilst Step 4 of the NI 

Executive’s plan for easing our way out of lockdown and  

being together in St Mark’s seems a long way off, we can 

still be ‘The Church, worshipping, serving and  exercising 

faith in the God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.’  However, 

we do look forward to that day when our services can take 

place with a congregation physically together in one place 

at the same time. 

In this time of waiting, a verse that has especially meant 

a lot to me is found in Romans 12v12; “Be joyful in hope, 

patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 

Until we see each other again. 

Yours in Christ, 

Malcolm                       (*) h�ps://www.tearfund.org/en-NI/media/press_releases/

              many_brits_look_to_faith_during_lockdown/ 





ONLINE SERVICES 

We very much hope that you have found 
our online Sunday Services, Monday 
Devotions and Friday Reflections to be 
of encouragement. Preparing, filming 
and editing them has been quite a    
learning experience for us, but we offer 
them in faith for the Kingdom of God.   

At present all services, devotions and 
reflections are uploaded to YouTube and are accessible via our Parish  
Website, or directly from YouTube. However, advice recently published on 
the Church of Ireland website  suggests that videos would be better placed 
on an online platform called ‘Vimeo’. The intention behind this advice is that 
viewers of services on Vimeo will be spared from the possibility of            
advertisements appearing and suggested videos being of questionable   
content. 

Bearing in mind that many of us are just getting used to the present          
arrangement, what is planned to happen is as following :- 

During June, Services shall be uploaded to both YouTube and Vimeo.  
YouTube videos shall still be available in the normal fashion.  However, to 
help with the transfer towards Vimeo, Social Media posts, as well as the  
Parish Website pages for ‘Sunday Services’ and ‘Mondays & Fridays’, will be 
connected to the Vimeo based videos.    

In time, when services in churches resume with congregations present, our 
YouTube videos shall be concluded.  Services shall be filmed in church and 
uploaded as soon as possible to Vimeo. 

As far as we are aware, Vimeo can be watched on Smart TVs. You may 
need to download an app on your Smart TV but this should be easily 
achieved.  Vimeo can be viewed on Phones, Tablets and Computers in the 
same manner as YouTube. 

Whilst this process will cause little change for the meantime, we offer this 
information to allow you to prepare for the future.  At all times, our Parish 
Website’s ‘Sunday Services’ and ‘Mondays and Fridays’ pages shall present 
Sunday Services, as well as Monday Devotions and Friday Reflections     
respectively. 

Should you have any queries, please do feel free to contact Malcolm or 
Geoff. 



CD DISTRIBUTION 

Audio CD recordings of Sunday Services are available for 
Parishioners who are unable to view services online.      
At present around 30 CDs are posted immediately after 
Services are recorded.  If you, or someone you know, 
would like to receive a weekly CD, please contact Malcolm who will be 
very glad to accommodate this. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH GROUNDS 
The Church Grounds have been reopened and are accessible by the  
Victoria Street entrance only, at the following approximate times :-
Monday - Friday (9am - 5pm), Saturday & Sunday (10am - 4pm).  

The gates shall be closed whilst       
preparations are being made for a     
funeral, and during funeral services.   

Whilst in our church grounds, please 
practice social distancing and take 
every possible hygiene precaution. 



AN UPDATE FROM OUR TREASURER 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

The Select Vestry is most grateful for your financial support to our Parish.  We wish 

to assure you that we con+nually seek to ensure careful stewardship for the      

benefit of our church, community and beyond. 

None of us could have an+cipated the events of recent months and you don’t need 

me to tell you of the impact that it has made upon all of our lives.  Our Parish Funds 

have tradi+onally relied very strongly upon weekly offering envelopes, therefore in 

the absence of services of worship, our church’s income has been severely          

diminished. 

With con+nued expenditure amidst the unknown of the current pandemic, I only 

ask that you might consider the following op+ons which are available for Parish 

contribu+ons. 

• Cheques Payable to ‘St Mark’s, Armagh’ may be posted to our Parish Office.  If 

you have Offering Envelopes, please write your envelope number on the       

reverse side. 

• Standing Order payable directly from your bank account to the church.  A form 

which can be sent to your Bank to enable this process is included along with this 

edi+on of Pinnacles.  Alterna+vely, Standing Orders can be easily ini+ated via 

Internet Banking. 

• Bank Transfers can take place occasionally as suited to you.  The Parish bank 

account and sort code numbers are found on the enclosed Standing Order 

form.  Dona+ons can also be made via our Parish Website (Parish Dona+ons 

page). 

• Gi: Aid.  If you are a UK Tax Payer, St Mark’s can benefit from an addi+onal 

20% on top of your contribu+ons, at no extra cost to you.  If you would like to 

enable this to happen, a form is included for this purpose.  If your                  

circumstances change meaning that you are no longer a Tax Payer, please do let 

Mrs Caroline Nesbi� (Parish Administrator) know, so that your Gi: Aid          

declara+on can be concluded. 

• Offering Envelopes are always available from Caroline.  Whilst we cannot      

receive cash within envelopes in the customary manner at present, you may 

wish to receive envelopes in advance of services resuming. 
 

Please know that we are very aware that for many of us, this is a difficult +me     

financially.  All that I ask is that you consider how you might be able to help our 

Parish con+nue its valued ministry.  As you will see in this edi+on of Pinnacles, even 

in these +mes of constraint, our Parish is s+ll ac+vely seeking to serve for the    

Kingdom of God locally and beyond. 

If you have any queries concerning our Parish’s finances, please do feel free to    

contact Caroline, or myself. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Arnold Courtney (Treasurer) 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Scripture Cake      Parish  
     Bakery Corner 

Have you been baking during 

lockdown?  

We would love to share your 

recipes in future edi+ons of   

Pinnacles! 

Send it to 

sec.stmarks@gmail.com and a 

photo of the baked item would 

be good too!  

 

I 
 
 
 
Ingredients : 
 

4 ½ cups of 1st Kings 4:22  
1 ½ cups of Judges 5:25  
2 cups of Jeremiah 6:20  
2 cups of 1st Samuel 30:12 
2 cups of Nahum 3:12  
2 teaspoons of 1st Samuel 14:25  
6 of Jeremiah 17:11 
1 pinch of Leviticus 2:13  
2 teaspoons of Amos 4:5  
 

Method :  
 

Put all ingredients into a mixing bowl.  
 

Season to taste with 2nd Chronicles 9:9,                                              
add 4oz of citron and follow Solomon’s                                                        
advice from Proverbs 23:14.  
 

Bake in a moderate oven for 2 hours.  
 

Have a go at this cake and let us know                                                    
how you get on!  
(I can confirm, it is delicious!!) 



Just for fun…     Can you guess which Bible stories these emojis are telling?  
 
1.                                                              4. 
 

 

 

 

 

2.                                                        5. 
 
 
 
3.                                                       6.    
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Due to current requirements, pastoral visits have 
been suspended to hospitals, nursing and residential 
homes, as well as Parishioners’ homes.   

However, please know that if you would ever like to 
speak to Malcolm or Geoff, they would be more than happy to speak on the 
telephone. Telephone calls are very much welcomed!                                                                           
Contact details are found at the back of this booklet. 

 

5 SECOND WAVE 
As well as not being able to worship together, we are 
missing a chat before and after services and catching 
up with one another’s news.  Recognising our being 
part of a church community and the friendship that we 
share, '5 second waves’ have been added to the very end of our online    
Sunday Services, just as a means of saying ‘hello' to one another until our 
next opportune time to meet in person.   If you would like to video a short 
wave (using your smart phone or tablet), please feel free to send it by email 
to :- malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com and hopefully your wave can be    
added to end of the next Sunday Service.  Please note if we get a lot of 
greetings, we might have to save your video for a week or two!  Films with 
children must include parent/guardian(s) also.  And, if you are involved in 
essential service professions, please feel free to wear your uniform. 

 

CHILDREN’S DAY 
A special Children’s Day Service is being planned for Sunday, 21

st
 June.  

Our Special Speaker is Mrs Jill Hamilton who is the Children’s Project      
Development Officer for Connor Diocese.  Hopefully we shall have a number 
of participants.  We look forward to a very special service for children and 
grown ups alike. 



 

PRACTICAL HELP 

We have a list of willing volunteers who will gladly offer assistance to  
anyone who is self isolating.  If you know of anyone who would value 
help with shopping and collecting prescriptions please feel free to call 
37522970.  Chats are also very welcome! 

Armagh Banbridge and Craigavon Council are delivering boxes of       
essential items and food to those who need help in our community. If 
you, or anyone you know could possibly benefit from this scheme please 
contact Gareth or Sam for more information: 
 

Sam (07713074776 / email stj.nicholson@gmail.com) 

Gareth (07875 826909 / email gareth.hampton@yahoo.com) 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP 

The Prayer Ministry Partnership continues to pray for all who would    
welcome prayer for healing.  At the beginning of each month a prayer list 
is circulated to group members which offers the Christian names of those 
whom we are praying for.  Names are added during the month by email 
circulation until a new list is drafted.  If you, or someone that you know 
would like to be prayed for, please feel free to mention this to a member 
of the clergy or someone who you know is a member of the Parish Prayer 
Group.  Alternatively, you can let us know via the response form on the 
‘Prayer and Worship’ page of our Parish Website.  If you would like to join 
the actual prayer group, please again feel free to mention this to a     
member of the Clergy or a member of the Prayer Group. 

Continued thanks are extended to Stanley and Jennifer Towers for their   
consistent faithfulness in facilitating this very important and valued Parish 
Prayer Group.  

FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

According to our most recent update, food can be donated at the Elim 
Church door on Tuesday and Saturday mornings (10.30am – 12.30pm).   
Collection points are also found at Sainsbury’s and Emerson’s.  Whilst 
we cannot collect food in church at present, parishioners are more than 
welcome to forward cheques payable to ‘Armagh Food Bank’ to the    
Parish Office, which shall be passed on to the Food Bank following our 
traditional donation day of the 3rd Sunday of the month. The Food Bank 
can then use this money to purchase foods and essentials which are in 
short supply. Thank you one and all for your continued assistance in   
supporting this vital ministry 

 

 

 

 



 

FUN ON ZOOM 

On two occasions now we have held short Quizzes using 
the Zoom App.  It has proved to be a lot of fun.  Another 
quiz / fun event is being planned on Wednesday 3

rd
 June 

(7pm).  For login details please contact Malcolm. 
 

 

HOUSE GROUP 
Also using Zoom, a meeting of House Group is planned to take place on 
Tuesday 9

th
 June (7.30pm).  If you might like to join in, please feel free to 

contact Geoff (email : tdghamilton@icloud.com) for login details. Everyone 
will be most welcome to join in this friendly opportunity to study God’s word 
together 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 

The Archbishop of Armagh has       
recorded some short Bible Studies 
based upon 1 Thessalonians.  These 
are available on the Diocesan      
Website (www.armagh.anglican.org).  
Please feel free to have a listen at 
times that are suitable to you! 

VE DAY COMMEMORATION 

A service to commemorate the 75
th
 

Anniversary was recorded and 
shared from St Mark’s on Friday, 

8
th
 May.  If you missed this service 

and would like to be part of it, the 
video is still available on our 

YouTube Channel (go to YouTube 
and search St Mark’s Armagh). 



Curate’s Corner... 
 

There is something very satisfying about walking into the Crozier Hall and 
seeing lots of cardboard boxes packed with food. As I walked over to collect 
names and addresses for delivery, I was chatting with Gareth Hampton who 
oversees the initiative. We continued our conversation as we put the boxes 
into my car.  
As I called with people in and around Armagh it was such a blessing to ring 
door bells, leave a box at the door, step back and then have a chat. Thanks 
Gareth to you and your team of volunteers for making a difference.  
The following is an update from Gareth to keep you updated. 
 

“About 4 weeks ago, the council was seeking a venue for a temporary    
Foodbank due to the outbreak of Covid-19, to distribute food to those in our 
community who are vulnerable and shielding. Since registering the Crozier 
Hall we have delivered 553 boxes to our local community, with the help of 
around 25 volunteers! A huge thank you to everyone who has helped so far, 
it has been very rewarding to be part of the team and see the positive      
impact it is having locally. Without your help, we couldn’t deliver to as 
many people as we are! If anyone else would like to get involved please 
drop me a message on 07875826909. “ 

THY KINGDOM 
COME 

Thy Kingdom Come 
is a global prayer 
movement, which   
invites Christians 
around the world to 
pray between Ascension and          
Pentecost  (21

st
 – 31

st
 May) for more 

people to come to know Jesus Christ.  
Traditionally we would have met each 
morning in St Mark’s to pray from 
9.15am – 9.45am.  But this year,  
special prayer sheets were  published 
for use at home and those who   
wanted to met to  pray via Zoom.   

Our usual Wednesday Prayer      
initiative will continue for the              
foreseeable future.  Please feel free 
to have a look at our weekly Prayer 
Sheet published on Tuesdays,      
specifically for use on Wednesdays, 
and feel free to join us on Zoom if you 
would like to do so. 

SPRING 2021 EVENT PLANING 
MEETING 

During Spring 2021, it is our hope 
to host a significant event on the 
scale of the Flower Festival of 

2011.  Ideas are developing for an 
event which we hope will attract 

many visitors to our church building.  
The next planning meeting is will 
take place via Zoom on Tuesday, 

2
nd

 June (7.30pm).  If you would like 
to be part of the meeting, please 

email Malcolm 
(malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com) 

for a login code and password. 



 

Pictured left are Staff from the 
Covid-19 Ward in Craigavon  

Area Hospital receiving donations 
of Tropic hand creams from       

St Mark’s Parishioners & friends. 
Thank you to everyone who   

contributed - 
The staff are truly grateful! 



Clare Speers  

Tropic Skincare Ambassador  

07711743676 

Skincare by Clare – 

Let’s Go Tropic 



St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’  

Parish Office :                        Parish Administrator :                             Sexton :   

The Gate Lodge                      Mrs Caroline Nesbitt                  Mr David Mansbridge  

44 Victoria Street                    Tel : 07514129195                   (Tel : 07873167120) 

Armagh                            Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT                      Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       

Following government guidelines on Covid-19, the Church 
Office will remain closed until further notice.  

I shall be working from home and can be contacted    
during usual  office hours (9-1pm) on                         

Tel : 07514129195  or by email : 
sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Please feel free to contact me if I can assist you in any way during this         
continued period of lockdown.     

Caroline 

Contact Details 

Rector : Rev Malcolm Kingston                                    Curate : Rev Geoff Hamilton   

St Mark’s Rectory, 14, Portadown Rd, Armagh          6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh                          

Tel : 02837 522970                                                          Tel : 37 528403 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest :                                   Diocesan Reader : Mr Paul Turton      

Very Revd Robert Townley 

Pastoral Assistants  : Ms Barbara Wilson,  Mr Alex S+nson  

Parish Readers : Mr Ronnie Wa� , Mrs Adele Geddis, Mrs Barbara Campbell,        

Ms Barbara Wilson   

Rector's Churchwarden :  Mr Mark Speers   People's Churchwarden : Mrs Elaine Woods  

CHURCH RECORDS 

Funeral Services 

27th April : Mr Joe Rhodie 

30th April : Mrs Martha King 

8th May : Mrs Margaret Briggs 

15th May : Mrs Ruth Nelson 

23rd May : Mr Noel Patterson 

 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

will be comforted.’ Matthew 5v4 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
We would love to be able to email to you 

copies of our Pew News & Pinnacles.      
If you would like to be on this circulation 
list, please do contact Caroline on the 

following email address :- 
sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Alternatively, to be informed of the      
publication of Pew News and Pinnacles 
on our Parish Website, please follow our 

Parish on Facebook or Instagram. 





 

St Mark’s children have been busy during lockdown! 


